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(ed.). Economic Development Policy in Thai-
land: A Historical Review. Tokyo : Institute
of Developing Economies, 1988, 304 p.
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Melanie Beresford. Vietnam: Politics, Eco-
nomics and Society. London: Pinter Pub-
lishers, 1988, xxi+242 p.

This is one of the books which have been
published in Marxist Regimes Series with Bog-
dan Szajkowski as general editor. The scholars

on Southeast Asia might find the books on Laos
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and Kampuchea also interesting.

Beresford’s book on Vietnam give a good
introduction to the country for social scientists
interested in contemporary Vietnam. It consists
of five parts (history and political traditions;
the social system; the political system; the
economy ; and the regime’s policies) and gives
the roughly same weight to each of these parts
(though the part on the social system is some-
what shorter). In general, the book is well
written and documented. For those who are
interested in further reading, there is a bibliog-
raphy at the end of the volume. Since writings
on Vietnam are scattered and many of these
were written in relation to American involve-
ment in Vietnam, it had been difficult to get
a detached view of contemporary Vietnam
before this book appeared. Before a similar book
appears, it will serve as the introductory text to
contemporary Vietnam.

To write a good introductory book on a
country is difficult. First, the author has to be
familiar with the literature and has to have
necessary factual data. For countries like
Vietnam on which information is scanty, to
obtain relevant factual information alone is a
difficult task. But a good introductory text has
to go beyond that. The author has to have
either a theoretical framework or a comparative
framework to process his information. Other-
wise, the book ends up as a fact book, and
fails to give insight to the structure, processes,
and problems of the country.

Ms. Beresford must have been in contact with
scholars interested in other socialist regimes
or communist movements in other countries,
for here and there, she throws in comparative
analyses. But some of her comparative analyses
are weak. For example, in discussing why the
communist movement succeeded in Vietnam but
failed in Thailand (pp. 209-210), she brushes

aside the fact that Thailand was an independent



