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Forests and the Sea in the Southeast Asian Maritime World

Editor’s Note

Koji Tanaka™

This special issue is the outcome of a research project entitled “Forests and the Sea in the
Maritime World: Southeast Asia and Japan in the 21st Century,” which is part of an
overall research project entitled “Changes of Earth Environment and the Rise and Fall of
Civilizations” supported by a special grant-in-aid from the Ministry of Education and
Culture of Japan. In addition, this issue is the outcome of CSEAS’s long-term overseas
research activities into the environments and societies of the Southeast Asian archipelago.
The term “maritime world” is used here not solely as the conventional, historical concept
relating to “the age of commerce” in Southeast Asia, but in a wider sense to indicate the
characteristics of the societies and human beings in the archipelago.

Six papers and the record of a panel discussion are included here. Takaya’s paper,
which deals with the ecological background of the Southeast Asian maritime world, divides
this into three basic spheres, sea, forest, and farm land, and describes the characteristics
and the significance of each sphere. Domingo’s paper, dealing with Moro piracy in the
Spanish Period, argues from various historical documents that the piracy was not a reac-
tion against Spanish dominance but the continuation of a pre-Hispanic, slave-trade tradi-
tion, and indicates that the present Muslim-Christian relations find their roots in these
unfortunate historical incidents. Maeda’s paper tries to portray the image of the forest
and the sea perceived by the Bugis of South Sulawesi, who are famous for their maritime
activities in the Southeast Asian archipelago, and discusses the recent changes in these
traditional images owing to the rapid influence of modernization. Tanaka’s paper, which
presents a case study of peasant migration to South Sulawesi, concludes that even the
agricultural societies of the archipelago have maritime characteristics, and proposes a possi-
ble way for developing agriculture by means of combining such characteristics with
development schemes. Hood’s paper examines the close interaction between man and

forest among selected forest-dwelling communities in Malaysia. He makes use of
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ethnographic studies of field-workers within the last 30 years in order to illustrate not only
the use of the forest and its products for subsistence but also the wider involvement of
forest-dwellers with the spirit world, which is portrayed in their belief systems. His study
implies that to an important extent, the survival of forest communities depends on the
nature of exploitation of the forest as a resource. Oki’s paper is a unique attempt at com-
parative study of the differences in forest utilization between Java and Japan, both of
which are famous for the intensiveness of their agricultural systems. It focusses on shift-
ing cultivation in both countries, and he concludes that industrialization is one of reasons
why Japan has preserved forest areas at a higher rate than Java. A panel discussion aimed
at clarifying the concept of our term “the Southeast Asian maritime world” and at building
on an overall view of world is recorded under the same title as this special issue. Even
though we cannot say these aims were successfully achieved, the record points out various
aspects relating to the Southeast Asian maritime world and gives a new implication to the
conventional terminology of maritime world.

It is our pleasant duty to thank Prof. Syuntaro Ito and Assoc. Prof. Yoshinori Yasuda
of the International Center for Japanese Cultural Studies, who are responsible for the
organization and the general coordination of the project, respectively. Special thanks are
also due to Mr. Masayuki Yanagisawa, postgraduate student of Faculty of Agriculture,
Kyoto University, for typing out the original record of the panel discussion.

(Ujung Pandang, Nov., 1992)
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