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A Study on Family Policy in Sweden
— A Case of Nordic New Public Management —

"Taniya Aiko

The role of national government has been diminished in Japan in recent years. However, its role is still
important for dealing with the rapidly declining birth rate. This paper analyzes family policy in Sweden,
where public sector plays an important role in social services, and considers how it has been carried out.

Family policy in Sweden aims to uphold the equal rights of man and women to participate in child
rearing. To achieve this goal, child-care leave, child-care service, child allowance, and housing allowance
have been improved. In particular, child-care leave helps fathers to participate in child rearing. In Japan,
fathers are often confronted with difficulties in taking child-care leave. Why is it possible in Sweden? The
conclusion of this paper is that the Nordic New Public Management is founded on the principles of family
policy. Labour and management closely cooperate, and national government plays a very important role in
maintaining this agreement. In Nordic NPM, the national government, employers and employees share
both gains and losses. This system appears suggestive for developing measures to support child rearing in

Japan.
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