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Preface

This volume contains a collection of 17 papers presented at the International
symposium on Interface, Pulses and Waves in Nonlinear Dissipative Systems. The
symposium was held at Research Institute for Mathematical Sciences (RIMS) at Kyoto
University, Kyoto, Japan from 28 to 31 August 2000. This was one of the series of
symposium organized as RIMS Project 2000 on "Reaction-diffusion systems: theory
and applications”. More than 50 participants attended the symposium where they
exchanged their vivid information in this area as well as sharing the ideas on a variety of
topics discussed in this volume. ‘

Although this symposium is basically in the field of Applied Mathematics, what we
intended is to provide an opportunity to discuss recent advances not only in reaction-
diffusion systems but also in the related topics studied by experimentalists and
theoretical physicists. We believe that such a wider perspective will strengthen and
develop Applied Mathematics further in the long run. The symposium was indeed very
successful in deepening our understanding of Nonlinear Dissipative Systems.

We would like to thank all the speakers for their presentations of the highest quality and
Professor M. Mimura, Professor H. Okamoto and Dr. M. Nagayama for their helpful
advice and laborious efforts during and after the symposium.

January, 2001

Takao Ohta
Yasumasa Nishiura
Tsutomu Ikeda
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