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A CLASSIFICATION OF SANDY BEACHES IN RELATION
TO THE BUDGET OF LITTORAL SEDIMENTS

By Zeruo Suisano and Yoskito TsucHiva

Synopsis

To investigate beach processes, topographical situation of the beach has to be clarified.
From the view point of the budget of littoral sediments, a new classification of sandy beaches is
proposed, taking into consideration both the classification of coasts by Shepard and Tanner’s
concept of equilibrium beach. The classification provides three types of sandy beaches, such as
closed sand drift beach, quasi-closed sand drift beach and open sand drift beach. Sandy
beaches can be considered as equilibrium, erosional and depositional beaches respectively in the
classification of sandy beaches proposed. Practical examples for these classifications are shown
for additional explanation of them.
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Fig. 1 Littoral sedimentation cell in California®
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Fig. 7 Sedimentation cell and beach classification based on littoral sand transport
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Fig. 20 Shoreiline change at Kujukuri coast, Chiba Prefecture
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Fig. 21 Beach classification, equilibrium, erosional and depositional types
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Fig. 22 Schematic diagrams of shoreline configuration and dominant directions of littoral sand drift
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