SO RS E #1475 (2008)

IR K TO N — T3 & 5 TG O 2k

O ERT
(HEXFERY BHRFRFEBAG AR
g 5 -
R R BEERFIITERE B R A A G A T4 T2 v 5 —)

The Practice of Teaching Computer Literacy using Group Learning in Two Small Private Universities

Kayoko Terakawa
(Tokiwakai Gakuen University / Graduate School of Informatics, Kyoto University)
Hajime Kita

(Graduate School of Informatics, Kyoto University / Academic Center for Computing and Media Studies, Kyoto University)

Summary

Facing a diversity of learners in the universal access stage of higher education, and increasing demand for computer
literacy education following the ongoing rapid progress of information technology, effective teaching methods are required
in computer literacy education in universities. The authors explored collaborative learning as a method to achieve more
effective learning in computer literacy courses, in order to cope with the diversity of learners faced, especially by small
private universities. We examined collaborative learning in groups combined with competition among the groups. The
formation of groups is an important issue in collaborative learning, and we compared two ways of group formation, i.e.,
groups based on classification by learner’s ability, and groups averaging the abilities of their members. We also studied
the design of problems/projects asked to students considering their motivation. Over a period of four years in practice the
effectiveness of such collaborative learning was observed. With adequate facilitation considering ways of group formation,

we found that similar results were achieved by students in both group formations.
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