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between Huizong and Cai You. That’s because Cai Jing as Prime Minister could not
enter the Forbidden Palace and participate in issuing the Imperial Edicts from the
Emperor Himself, but Cai You as Xuanhedian Xueshi could. Cai You was one of the
most influential officials in the last decade of the Northern Song. When we study the
political history during Huizong’s reign, we have to pay more attention to the

political role of Xuanhedian as well as of Cai You.

The Toho Gakuho Journal of Oriental Studies (Kyoto) No. 81 (2007) 69 ~ 135

From Water-side Bandits to “Japanese Pivates”:
Another Pre-History of the Jiajing Wokou FE¥EEE

Takeshi YAMASAKI

It is well known that the “Japanese pirates” during Ming dynasty, the Wokou 1%
7%, included not only Japanese, but even larger numbers of Chinese, who resided
along the southeast coast of China. It is also widely believed in Japan as well as in
China that the piracy represented a righteous protest against the prohibition against
overseas trade, haijin ¥Z. However, the violent plunder and massacres should not
be explained as the principled stand of sea-traders, most of whom were only inter-
ested in the profits to be gained through smuggling, which was possible through
cooperation with local Chinese governments rather than waging devastating cam-
paigns against them.

The origins of “Japanese Piracy of the Jiajing period” (Jiajing Wokowu) must be
sought in local traditions of collective violence. The Jigjing Gazetteer of Taicang,
Taicang zhouzhi KXBEINFE contains detailed information regarding the frequent
occurrence of banditry and armed conflicts in the Yangzi River estuary region; these
accounts provide clear evidence for a well-established pattern of bloody feuds and
fights involving fishermen, salt-brokers, gangsters and government officials before
the Wokou Campaign. In the Yangzi River estuary region, imperial Ming govern-

ment’s rule was deeply compromised by the collusion of local and provincial officials
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with autonomous sea-nomads, who eventually joined in the Wokou rebellions- and

comprised a sizeable proportion of the “Japanese Pirates.”

The Toho Gakuho Journal of Oriental Studies (Kyoto) No. 81 (2007) 258 ~ 191

Historical Investigations on the Dynamism of Land
Reformation by the CPC Central Committee: 1946-1948

Guisong YANG

What were the reasons of the “May 4th Instructions” formed in 19462 Why was
the CPC Central Committee further considered more moderate policy to buy land to
solve the land problem after a few months time? Why was Liu Shaoqi suddenly
turned fierce policy of land reform in April 19477 Why did Mao Zedong which
insisted that the movement of peasants must break with landowners, interfered with
Liu Shaoqi for the agrarian reform, will twist the violent land reform movement to
back the land reform a relatively moderate line in the 1948? This series of dramatic
policy changes and adjustments apart from the historical memory under the domi-
nant ideology of the Party and with the KMT relations at that time, are right or not,

to a large extent, depends on the true extent of the information.
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