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Self-reconstruction as Viewed from the Physical Sense of

Abused Children

KATAYAMA Tomoko

Symptoms of physically abused children are shown over a wide area, both physical
and mental, including psychological and social disorders. Currently, research and case
studies are being carried out on abused children. In this article, the writer focuses
attention on the actions and changes in the physical sense of abused children in an
interview, and examines one case. The breakdown of the child in this case assumed to be
caused by primitive physical sense, and was assumed to cause other psychological
disorders. The writer examined such physical sense based on the theory of illusion called
primitive physical sense by Didier Anzieu. In this case, the skin sense of the client was
internalized and recovered from breakdown based on change in the relationship of two
people. Furthermore, with the regaining of physical sense, personal boundaries of the
client expanded beyond the two-people relationship and interview room, and to past
experiences in his/her hometown. This became a vessel, sense was reintegrated, feelings
could be expressed, and self-reconstruction occurred. In this way, regaining physical
sense was considered to be the turning point of this interview and is assumed to be

effective when considering interviews of other abused children, as well.
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