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Ch‘ien Ch'ien-yi and the Confucian
Scholarship in the Ch‘ing Period

Kojiro YosHIKAWA

Ch'ien Ch'ien-yi (1582-1664), who was regarded as the leader of litera-
ture in his own century, has sunk into oblivion, since the Ch‘ing court banned
all of his works in 1769. His unpatriotic betrayal shown at the fall of the
Ming Dynasty also discourages one from studying his works.

This paper tries to pursue his influences upon the “Han-method” of the
later Ch'ing Confucian School.

Devoted mainly to the works in the field of literature as poet, critic, and
editor of anthologies, he often demonstrated a theory that the Confucian Canons
should be the very basis of all sorts of literature. His senior poets, especially
so—called “Classicists” of later Ming, were severely accused for lack of this
conciousness.

Among the interpreters of the Canons, he blamed Sung and Ming Neo-
Confucians for being subjective and capricious, and re-appreciated old Han
scholars’ concreteness and faithfulness to the original texts, just as “Han—
method” masters did in later Ch‘ing.

Actually he did not accomplish any work on the Confucian Canons
proper, yet the methods which he employed in his commentary on the poems
of Tu Fu and others are quite similar to those which afterwards Ch'ing
scholars used in analyzing the Canons, standing both on historical and linguistic
facts.

Possessed of the finest library of carefully selected editions, he also
enjoys the fame as the founder of Ch‘ing philology.

Among the scholars of the following age, Yen Juo-Ch‘ll appreciated his
scholarship best, counting him at the top of the “Twelve Sages” of the day.
Huang Tsung-hsi also was an important successor to his scholarship, especially
in the history of Ming, notwithstanding Huang’s hostility against his persona-
lity.



