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A note on the apicalization of [i] in Qinghai dialect 
 

― From a drag chain point of view 

 

KAWASUMI Tetsuya 

 

 

Abstract 

 

This note gives some arguments against the paper entitled “Qinghai fangyan 

yuanyin [i] de shejianhua yinbian [The Apicalization of [i] in Qinghai 

Dialect]” by Wang ShuangCheng [王双成 ] in Zhongguo Yuwen [Chinese 

language] 313: 359-363 (2006). 

The main conclusion of Wang (2006) is that, in Qinghai dialect, the 

monophthongization of [ie] and [ei] to [i] forced the original [i] to move 

towards [j] or [�]. This opinion can be schematized as follows: 

 

【Step
 
1】   [ie][ei] ＞  [i] 

【Step
 
2】             [i] ＞  [j][�] 

 

It follows from this figure that Wang (2006) regards the apicalization of [i] 

in Qinghai dialect as an example of a push chain. 

We do not share this view, because it does not apply to some Qinghai  

dialects, such as those spoken in Xining and Ledu. In this note, we provide 

four analyses and suggest that the apicalization of [i] in Qinghai dialect 

should be seen as an example of a drag chain.  
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