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   A marked tendency of using high pressure in forming is seen lately in the manu-
facturing process of refractories. The trend is no exception in our country. 

   The present paper covers the results of the investigations on the specific volume, 
of silica brick having different grading. 

   Size classification of the material into coarse and fine grains has been carried out 
by means of screens, namely, 20-30 mesh per lineal inch for coarse grains, and 200-co 
mesh for fine grains. The mixes have been formed under different pressures, namely, 
700, 1,000, 1,500 and 2,000 Kg/cm2. 

   As long as the forming pressure is relatively low, the ratio of coarse and fine 

grains in the mix for obtaining the minimum specific volume is in good agreement 
with that estimated from the closest packing of the two kinds of particles having dif-
ferent diameters. With the increasing pressure, however, it was observed that the 
corresponding ratio for the maximum packing shifts by degree towards the mix con-
taining coarser grains. This may be attributed to crushing of the particles due to 
high pressure, which has been verified by dispersing in water the pressed specimen 
and investigating the change in its grain size distribution. The crushing of the parti-
cles was observed to be the minimum at the point of the maximum packing and be-
came more and more remarkable with the increasing difference of the mixing ratio, 
from this point. 
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   In succession to the previous study dealing with the two component system, a 
study on the characteristics of the specific volume of the same mix as before has been 
carried out, whereby the mix has, however, the grading of the three components: 20- 
30 mesh, 50-70 mesh, and 200-co per lineal inch, respectively. It has also different 
forming pressures ranging 400-2000 kg./cm.'. 

   The crushing of the coarse grains under high pressure was observed also in this 
case, which makes the point of the minimum specific volume 0 to shift gradually 
from the point C, the theoretical value, towards the apex of the coarse grain. 
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