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R ks-10% at 0° HCI, 0.1614M

75% ethanol. Eact. kcal./mole log PZ

Ac- 0.0789 18.8 11.9
Me-~ .163 20.0 13.2
Et- .176 20.2 13.4
i-Pr- .290 19.4 13.0
H- 1.33 18.4 12.8

The effects of the compositions of the solvent and the concentrations of hydro-
chloric acid on the rates have been explained in term of the activities of the acid.
In the presence of perchloric acid, it has been demonstrated that R in the addition
compound can be replaced by the solvent without decomposition. On the basis of
these observations, the following mechanism is proposed :
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A Novel Synthesis of a-Methylmuconic Acid
Shuji Inamasu, Yuzo Inouye and Minoru OunNo

Botyu-Kagaku (Chemistry of Insect Control), 25, 108 (1960)

o-Methylcatechol was prepared from o-cresol through 3-nitro-o-cresol, 3-nitro-
2-methoxy-toluene, 3-amino-2-methoxy-toluene and 3-hdroxy-2-methoxy-toluene.
Peracetic acid oxidation of a-methylcatechol afforded a-methyl-cis,cis-muconic
acid in a higher yield than that obtained by direct peracid oxidation of o-cresol.

Blitteraldehyd: Eine einfache Synthese und Konfiguration
Akikazu Hatanaka and Minoru OnNo

Bull. Agv. Chem. Soc. Japan, 24, 532 (1960)

Blatteraldehyd wurde durch die einfachste, ergiebigste Synthese dargestellt. Dem-
nach wurde es aufgeklirt, dass die Konfiguration des natiirlichen Blatteraldehyds
trans-Form ist.

(254)



