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The Front of Area Studies

Foreword

In the period from October 2002 to March 2007, the Graduate School of Asian and African
Area Studies, Kyoto University, together with the Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto
University, implemented a 21st Century COE Program entitled ‘Aiming for Center Of Excellence
of Integrated Area Studies.” This program had several pillars, one of which was the dispatch of
graduate students, young researchers and teaching staff to field stations established in various
parts of Asia and Africa to engage comprehensively in on-site education and field research. The
authors of the articles in the current issue are graduate students and young researchers who
have shown remarkable academic growth through participation in this program. In this sense,
the current issue presents a part of the fruits of the educational and research activities that were
developed centering on the field stations.

The articles published here were selected through the same process of refereeing as those
in other issues of this journal. Because of the large number of articles selected, the Editorial
Committee decided to divide them into several sections. However, on attempting this task, we
found that it was no easy matter to do so. Many of the articles were transdisciplinary, and at
the same time extended over both pure and applied areas of research. After examining various
proposals, we finally arrived at the safe but rather unoriginal solution presented here, the
tripartite division into ‘Human Ecology Issues,” ‘Political and Economic Issues’ and ‘Social and
Cultural Issues.’

These three divisions are, in fact, borrowed from among the four groups of research topics
established for our 21st Century COE Program under the unified research theme of ‘Human-
Nature Coexistence in a Glocalizing World.” The 21st Century COE Program also included
a division of ‘Area Studies Issues,” which was established as a device to carry forward the
program as a whole in a transdisciplinary manner. However, in the experience of those involved
in implementing the program, this did not function well. Nevertheless, it is probably safe to
say that, in the background to the emergence of the kind of research reported in the articles
contained in this issue, there lies an “arena” of area studies in which the paradigms of various
academic disciplines function simultaneously and in parallel without vying with each other for
supremacy.

It is extremely difficult to summarize logically the entirety of the diverse research activities
conducted in this “arena.” This being the case, the act of showing as many concrete examples as
possible of research currently being carried out and thereby bringing into relief the constantly
changing form of area studies is not only reasonable as a means of reporting results, but it is
also probably the best answer to the frequently asked question of what is area studies. The
title of this special edition, The Front of Area Studies, was chosen with this view in mind. The
“front” in question is not a military metaphor. Rather, like the meteorological term, it refers
to the imaginary line joining the multiple points where a particular phenomenon is occurring
simultaneously. It is like the convoluted curve of the “front” of cherry blossom that is at this
moment advancing on Kyoto from the warmer climes of the south.

Shortly after the first proofs of this issue had returned from the printer, news reached us of
the death of one of our contributors and a member of the team that started up our 21st Century
COE Program, Dr. MomostE Kuniyasu (Associate Professor, Faculty of Agriculture, Ehime
University). We had great expectations for his future activities. Here we respectfully express our
condolences.

The Editorial Committee (Asian and African Area Studies)
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