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mRazumov saw himself shut up in a fortress, worried, badgered,
perhaps ill-used. (2 He saw himself deported by an administrative order,
his life broken, ruined, and robbed of all hope. s He saw himself —at
best— leading a miserable existence under police supervision, in some
small, far-away provincial town, ...

(4;He saw his youth pass away from him in misery and half-
staryation—his strength give way, his mind become an abject thing.




s He saw himself creeping, broken down and shabby, about the streets
—dying unattended in some filthy hole of a room, or on the sordid bed

of a Governmental hospital. (emphasis added, p. 25)
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He cast his eyes upwards and stood amazed. The snow had ceased to
fall, and now, as if by a miracle, he saw above his head the clear black
sky of the northern winter, decorated with the sumptuous fires of the
stars. It was a canopy fit for the resplendent purity of the snows,

Razumov received an almost physical impression of endless space
and of countless millions.

He responded to it with the readiness of a Russian who is born to an
inheritance of space and numbers. Under the sumptuous immensity of
the sky, the snow covered the endless forests, the frozen rivers, the
plains of an immense country, obliterating the landmarks, the accidents

of the ground, levelling everything under its uniform whiteness. (p. 34)
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