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The small, exquisitely—shaped head drooped slightly to one side,
as though the thin, reed-like throat could hardly bear the burden
of so much beauty; the lips were slightly parted, and seemed
made for sweet music; and all the tender purity of girlhood
looked out in wonder from the dreaming eyes. With her soft,

clinging dress of crépe de chine, and her large leaf-shaped fan, she



looked like one of those delicate little figures men find in the
olive-woods near Tanagra; and there was a touch of Greek grace

in her pose and attitude. (177 -78)
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‘Well, he is not a bit like a cheiromantist. I mean he is not
mysterious, or esoteric, or romantic-looking. He is a little, stout
man, with a funny, bald head, and great gold-rimmed spectacles;

something between a family doctor and a country attorney.” (169)
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Lord Arthur felt curiously affected, he could not tell why. There
was something in the dawn’s delicate loveliness that seemed to
him inexpressibly pathetic, and he thought of all the days that
break in beauty, and that set in storm. These rustics, too, with
their rough, good-humoured voices, and their nonchalant ways,
what a strange London they saw! A London free from the sin of
night and the smoke of day, a pallid, ghost-like city, a desolate
town of tombs! He wondered what they thought of it, and
whether they knew anything of its splendour and its shame, of its
fierce, fiery—coloured joys, and its horrible hunger, of all it makes
and mars from morn to eve. Probably it was to them merely a
mart where they brought their fruit to sell, and where they
tarried for a few hours at most, leaving the streets still silent, the

houses still asleep. (176 -77)
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The moon peered through a mane of tawny clouds, as if it were a
lion’s eye, and innumerable stars spangled the hollow wvault, like
gold dust powdered on a purple dome. Now and then a barge
swung out into the turbid stream, and floated away with the tide,
and the railway signals changed from green to scarlet as the
trains ran shrieking across the bridge. After some time, twelve
o'clock boomed from the tall tower at Westminster, and at each
stroke of the sonorous bell the night seemed to tremble. Then the
railway lights went out, one solitary lamp left gleaming like a
large ruby on a giant mast, and the roar of the city became
fainter.

At two o’clock he got up, and strolled towards Blackfriars.
How unreal everything looked! How like a strange dream! The
houses on the other side of the river seemed built out of darkness.
One would have said that silver and shadow had fashioned the
world anew. The huge dome of St. Paul’s loomed like a bubble

through the dusky air. (189 —90)
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‘You don’t mean to say that you believe in cheiromancy ?’

‘Of course I do,;’ said the young man, smiling.

‘But Why ¥’

‘Because 1 owe to it all the happiness of my life, he
murmured, throwing himself into a wicker chair.

‘My dear Lord Arthur, what do you owe to it?

‘Sybil, he answered, handing his wife the roses, and looking
into her violet eyes.

‘What nonsense! cried Lady Windermere. ‘I never heard such

nonsense in all my life. (192)
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us? It was born at a quarter to eleven last Friday morning. My wife
is very anxious to know its fate, and has begged me to ask you to
seach the stars.”*
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But when Mr. Podgers saw Lord Arthur's hand he grew
curiously pale, and said nothing. A shudder seemed to pass
through him, and his great bushy eyebrows twitched
convulsively, in an odd, irritating way they had when he was
puzzled. Then some huge beads of perspiration broke out on his
yellow forehead, like a poisonous dew, and his fat fingers grew

cold and clammy. (172)
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