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Lok discovered “Like.” He had used likeness all his life without
being aware of it. Fungi on a tree were ears, the word was the
same but acquired a distinction by circumstances that could
never apply to the sensitive things on the side of his head. Now,
in a convulsion of the understanding Lok found himself using
likeness as a tool as surely as ever he had used a stone to hack at
sticks or meat. Likeness could grasp the white—faced hunters with
a hand, could put them into the world where they were thinkable

and not a random and unrelated irruption. (194)
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Liku was talking to the thin girl. They were pointing at each
other.

“Liku!”

The thin girl laughed all over her face. She clapped her hands.
“Liku! Liku!”

She pointed to her own chest.

“Tanakil.”

Liku regarded her solemnly.

“Liku.”

The thin girl was shaking her head and Liku was shaking her
head.

“Tanakil.”

Liku spoke very carefully.

“Tanakil.”



The thin girl leaped to her feet, shouted and clapped and laughed.
One of the crumpled women came and stood looking down at
Liku. Tanakil jabbered at her, pointed, nodding, then stopped and
spoke to Liku carefully.

“Tanakil.”

Liku screwed up her face.

“Tanakil.”

They all three laughed. (156 —57)
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