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Standardization of Manchu Transcriptions of Chinese

Fumitaka KISHIDA

Manchu transcriptions of Chinese words are very valuable to the study of
chinese phonology of the Ch’ing dynasty. However, it is not yet confirmed
whether they represent the actual pronunciation of Chinese or not. It is
necessary to investigate changes in the writing systems, or the process of
standardization. In this paper, I have researched the writing systems of
several Manchu texts of Ciyan dzi wen /Qian zi wen (T3 ) compiled around the
end of the 17th century, comparing them with those of standard texts such as
Han I araha nonggime toktobuha manju gisun i buleku bithe /Yu zhi zeng ding
qing wen jian ({I3EETE X#)(1771). I demonstrate that these texts have been

transcribed in many various ways differing from standard ones, as following:

Modern Pekingese Manchu transcriptions
(in standard texts
/in Ciyan dzi wen texts)
j, x(<velar [k], [h]) g/j, h/s

j(<dental [ts]) i/k(*g)
shi %i/si, sy
-ao ao/oo

-u- /o, owe, u
-i i/ii

-i- i/ye, iye
-ie(<[iail) iyai/iye(i)
-ie(<[ieD) iyei/iya(i)
yu- yu/io

wei wei/ui
-ng ng/n

It is possible that some of the differences in the Manchu transcriptions may
reflect the transcripters changing from the Manchu phonological system to the

Chinese.



