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STIFFNESS IDENTIFICATION OF BUILDING WITH UNKNOWN VIBRATION SOURCE  
USING BENDING-SHEAR MODEL AND ARX MODEL 

 
 

* ** *** 
Minami SHIRONO, Kohei FUJITA and Izuru TAKEWAKI  

 

A new stiffness identification method for a building structure is proposed in the case where the building includes an unknown vibration source.  The stiffnesses 

above the vibration source are determined by the theory for the base input and those below the vibration source are obtained by the theory for the top forced 

input.  The ratios between shear stiffnesses of lower consecutive stories can be obtained from the floor acceleration data and the ratios of the story rotational 

stiffness to the shear stiffness (SR stiffness ratio).  The shear stiffness coefficients and the SR stiffness ratios can be obtained finally to satisfy the compatibility 

of lower natural frequencies.  The validity of the proposed method is examined through numerical simulation and actual recorded data. 
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STIFFNESS IDENTIFICATION OF BUILDING WITH UNKNOWN VIBRATION SOURCE USING 
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As an important engineering technique for the structural safety assessment or detection of structural damages, various system identification (SI) 

methodologies for civil structures have been studied so far.  The physical parameter SI is aimed at identifying the physical parameters of a model, 

e.g. shear stiffnesses and damping coefficients in a shear building model.  Since the influence of bending deformation included in the interstory drift 

at the upper story of a high-rise building can’t be neglected, it is difficult to identify the shear stiffness of the model by applying several proposed SI 

methods for the shear model. In such case, SI techniques using a bending-shear model can be one of the promising solutions.  However, past 

researches were focused on the cases under earthquakes ground motions, micro tremors or an unknown vibration source at the top.    

In this paper, a new stiffness SI method for a building structure is proposed using a bending-shear model in the case where the building includes 

an unknown vibration source in the middle story.  It is shown that the stiffnesses above the vibration source are determined by the sophisticated 

theory based on SI method of a bending-shear model for the base input, and those below the vibration source are obtained by the theory for the top 

forced input.  From a theoretical point of view, it should be noted that, since the rotational input exists in the bending-shear model, the SI method, 

which can take into account both horizontal and rotational inputs simultaneously, has to be developed.  However, the measurement of the floor 

rotational angle is difficult in reality.  Therefore, a sophisticated SI algorithm without the measurement of the floor rotational angle is desired in the 

SI theory above the vibration source.  It has been made clear that the identification function for the base input with a rotational input can be expressed 

without the rotational angle of the base by taking into account the limit at zero frequency of the inter-story drift ratio of the consecutive stories. 

The ratios between shear stiffnesses of consecutive stories can be obtained from the floor acceleration data and the ratios of the story rotational 

stiffness to the shear stiffness (SR stiffness ratio).  For identification of shear and bending stiffnesses at all the stories, an arbitrary shear stiffness 

coefficient (e.g. first story) and the SR stiffness ratios need to be determined.  These parameters are determined by satisfying the compatibility of 

lower natural frequencies (e.g. first, second and third) between the identified bending-shear model and the actual building structure (micro tremor).  

An optimization approach using the Sequential Quadratic Programming method is applied to solve this problem. 

The validity of the proposed SI method is examined through numerical simulation and actual recorded data obtained by a forced vibration test.  It 

has been made clear that, (i) while shear stiffnesses can be determined in a stable and accurate manner, rotational stiffnesses exhibit a rather unstable 

characteristic, (ii) a few lower natural frequencies of an actual rather slender building can be identified by a bending-shear model better than a shear 

model. 
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As an important engineering technique for the structural safety assessment or detection of structural damages, various system identification (SI) 

methodologies for civil structures have been studied so far.  The physical parameter SI is aimed at identifying the physical parameters of a model, 

e.g. shear stiffnesses and damping coefficients in a shear building model.  Since the influence of bending deformation included in the interstory drift 

at the upper story of a high-rise building can’t be neglected, it is difficult to identify the shear stiffness of the model by applying several proposed SI 

methods for the shear model. In such case, SI techniques using a bending-shear model can be one of the promising solutions.  However, past 

researches were focused on the cases under earthquakes ground motions, micro tremors or an unknown vibration source at the top.    

In this paper, a new stiffness SI method for a building structure is proposed using a bending-shear model in the case where the building includes 

an unknown vibration source in the middle story.  It is shown that the stiffnesses above the vibration source are determined by the sophisticated 

theory based on SI method of a bending-shear model for the base input, and those below the vibration source are obtained by the theory for the top 

forced input.  From a theoretical point of view, it should be noted that, since the rotational input exists in the bending-shear model, the SI method, 

which can take into account both horizontal and rotational inputs simultaneously, has to be developed.  However, the measurement of the floor 

rotational angle is difficult in reality.  Therefore, a sophisticated SI algorithm without the measurement of the floor rotational angle is desired in the 

SI theory above the vibration source.  It has been made clear that the identification function for the base input with a rotational input can be expressed 

without the rotational angle of the base by taking into account the limit at zero frequency of the inter-story drift ratio of the consecutive stories. 

The ratios between shear stiffnesses of consecutive stories can be obtained from the floor acceleration data and the ratios of the story rotational 

stiffness to the shear stiffness (SR stiffness ratio).  For identification of shear and bending stiffnesses at all the stories, an arbitrary shear stiffness 

coefficient (e.g. first story) and the SR stiffness ratios need to be determined.  These parameters are determined by satisfying the compatibility of 

lower natural frequencies (e.g. first, second and third) between the identified bending-shear model and the actual building structure (micro tremor).  

An optimization approach using the Sequential Quadratic Programming method is applied to solve this problem. 

The validity of the proposed SI method is examined through numerical simulation and actual recorded data obtained by a forced vibration test.  It 

has been made clear that, (i) while shear stiffnesses can be determined in a stable and accurate manner, rotational stiffnesses exhibit a rather unstable 

characteristic, (ii) a few lower natural frequencies of an actual rather slender building can be identified by a bending-shear model better than a shear 

model. 
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