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Approaching Event Actualizing Time Expressed by the Japanese
Adverb Sorosoro :
A Correlation of Temporal and Modal Features

Ruchira Palihawadana

Abstract

This paper reveals how the Japanese temporal adverb sorosoro modifies the time of event actualization.
It expresses that the actualization time is closely approaching, thereby implying an underlying temporal
progression towards the actualization. This progression is not only temporal, but also implicative, frequently
enforced by co-appearing focus particle mo which triggers similar connotations. Along with the implied
temporal progression, the necessity to carry out the action increases gradually, peaking at a given criterion
time. Thus, sorosoro expresses the notion that the time is ripe for an event to occur by temporally indicating
its approaching actualization, while modally denoting the necessity to carry it out.

Furthermore, this paper illustrates the derivative process of sorosoro’s meaning as one originating from
a mimetic expression of gradual movement. First, it acquires a temporal meaning through semantic
abstraction. Then through expanded usages in nominal sentences, it goes on to acquire its modal meanings of
judgement and necessity. Since it is often used to express the judgement that the time is suitable for an event
to occur, it frequently appears with nominal expressions such as koro (just the right time) or kisetsu (season),

which have connotations of ‘temporal suitability’.
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Kyoto University)
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