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Troy, yet upon his basis, had been down,

And the great Hector's sword had lack’d a master,

But for these instances :

The specialty of rule hath been neglected ... (1. 75—8)
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Great Agamemnon,

This chaos, when degree is suffocate,

Follows the choking. S (1. 124—6)
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To end a tale of length,

Troy in our weakness stands, not in her strength. (1. 136—7)
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... it must grieve young Pyrrhus now at home,
When fame shall in our island, sound her trump,
And all the Greekish girls shall tripping sing
“ Great Hector’s sister did Achilles win;

’

But our great Ajax bravely beat down him”. (1L iii. 209—13)
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My mind is troubled, like a fountain stirr’'d;
And I myself see not the bottom of it. (11, 311—2)
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This is the monstruosity in love, lady, that the will is infinite, and the execution confin’d; that the desire is boundless,
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and the act a slave to limit. (11 ii. 87—90)
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... this is, and is not, Cressid.
Within my soul there doth conduce a fight
Of this strange nature, that a thing inseparate
Divides more wider than the sky and earth;
And yet the spacious breadth of this division
Admits no orifex for a point as subtle
As Ariachne’s broken woof to enter. (V. ii. 146—52)
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o} Th' nnworthiest shows as fairly in the mask.
S M| XA “degree” WaRe® P ﬁﬁ&mﬂﬁ%O%ﬁ S The heavens themselves, the planets, and this centre, 85
oo oy MRS K FamKreHad 802200 287 R Observe degree, priority, and place,
WOEQ LAY HIMEET oM AKU R ATV 8w (Ms~ Lusistare, course, proportion, season, form,
AKUNALCQCEES” 4~ ¢ VY Peter Alexander BEEQ “ Tudor Edition ", Office, and custom, in all line of order;
1951 1 +~Q°) And therefore is the glorious planet Sol
Troy, yet upon his Lasis, had been down, 70 In noble eminence enthron’d and spher'd 90
And the great Hector's sword had lack’d a master, Amidst the other, whose med'cinable eye
But for these instances : Corrects the ill aspects of planets evil,
The specialty of rule hath Leen neglected; And posts, like the commandment of a king,
And look how many Grecian tents do stand Sans check, to good and Lad. But when the planets
Hollow upon this plain, so many hollow factions. 89 In evil mixture to disorder ﬁ.ub&m.n. 95
When that the general is not like the hive, What plagues and what portents, what matiny,
To whom the foragers shall all repair, What raging of the sea, shaking of earth,
What honey is expected ? Degree Leing vizarded, Commotion in the winds ! ¥rights, changes, horrors,
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Divert and crack, rend and deracinate,
The unity and married calm of states 100
Quite from their fixtare! O, when degree is shak'd,
Which is the ladder to all high designs,
The enterprise is sick! How could communities,
Degrees in schools, and brotherhoods in cities,
Peaceful commerce from dividable shores, 105
The primogenity and due of birth,
Prerogative of age, crowns, sceptres, laurels,
But by degree, stand in authentic place?
Take but degree away, untune that string,
And hark what discord follows ! Fach thing melts 110
In mere oppugnancy : the bounded waters
Should lift their bosoms higher than the shores,
And make a sop of all this solid globe;
Strength should be lord of imbecility,
And the rude son should strike his father dead ; 115

Force should be right; or, rather, right and wrong
Between whose endless jar justice resides ——
Should lose their names, and so should justice too.
Then everything includes itself in power,

Power into will, will into appetite ; 120
And appetite, an universal wolf,

So doubly seconded with will and power,

—

N

~—

|1
Must make perforce an universal prey,
And last eat up himself. Great Agamemnon,
This chaos, when degree is suffocate, 125
Follows the choking.
And this neglection of degree it ‘mm
That by a pace goes backward, with a purpose
It hath to climb. The general’s disdain'd
By him one step below, he by the next, 130
That next by him beneath ; so every step,
Exampl'd by the first pace that is sick
Of his superior, grows to an envious fever
Of pale and bloodless emulation.
And ’tis this fever that keeps Troy on foot, 135
Not her own sinews. To end a tale of length,
Troy in our weakness stands, not in her strength.

(Troilus and Cressida, 1. iiil. 75—137)

Gladys D. Willcock : “ Shakespeare and Rhetoric”, Essays and Studies

by MMembers of the English Assaciation, XXIX (1944). (Quoted by

Harold N. Hillebrand, Z7oilus and Cressida, “The Variorum Shakespeare”,

« Appendix”, p. 398.)
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E. M. W. Tillyard : The Elizabethan World Picture (1943) Hb°
M. C. Bradbrook : Shakespeare and Elizabethan Poetry (1951), p. 259.
Therefore doth heaven divide

The state of man in divers functions.



Setting endeavour in continual motion ; 185 As many fresh streams meet in one salt sea,

To which is fixed as an aim or butt As many lines close in the dial’s centre; 210
Obedience ; for so work the honey bees, So many a thousand actions, once afoot,

Creatures that by a rule in nature teach End in one purpose, and bLe all well borne

The act of order to a peopled.kingdom. . Without defeat. Therefore to France, my liege.

They have a king, and cm..oma 4.». sorts, 190 Divide your happy England into four;

Where some like magistrates non.BQ at home ; Whereof take you one quarter into France, 215
Others like merchants venture trade abroad ; And you withal shall make all Gallia shake.

Others like soldiers, armed in their stings, If we, with thrice such powers left at home,

Make boot upon the summer's velvet buds, Cannot defend our own doors from the dog,

Which pillage they with merry march bring home 195 Let us be worried, and our nation lose

To the tent-royal of their emperor; The name of hardiness and policy. 220
Who, busied in his majesty, surveys (Henry V, 1. ii. 183—220)
The singing masons building roofs of gold, © Mark Van Doren: Skakespeare (1939), pp. 172—3.

The civil citizens kneading up the honey, = John Dover Wilson (ed.) : Aing Henry V, “ The New Shakespeare ”’,
The poor mechanic porters crowding in 200 “ Introduction ", pp. xviii—xxiv.

Their heavy burdens at his narrow gate, % M. C. Bradbrook : op. cit., p. 206.

The sad-ey'd justice, with his surly hum, S Mark Van Doren: op. cit., pp. 202—3.

Delivering o'er to executors pale 8 E. M. W. Tillyard : Shakespeare’s Prodlem Plays (1950), p. 55.
The lazy yawning drone. I this infer, T Troilus and Cressida, * The Variorum Shakespeare”, p. 296 note.
That many things, having full reference 205 § E. M. W. Tillyard : Shakespeare’s Problem Plays, pp. 53—4, 84.
To one consent, may work contrariously ; & ibid.

As many arrows loosed several ways = Una Ellis-Fermor : The Frontiers of Drama (1945), pp. 72—3.

Come to one mark, as many ways meet in one town,
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