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and the historical background of Eastern princes around the time of Nayan and
Qadayan'’s rebellion.

Finally, after having examined the value and significance of the two edicts, I
argued the impact that Mongol rulers’ edicts and the stone inscription recording
them had on local society. I observed that Ismail's edict played an important role in
the process of the reburial of the female Taoist priest Tang Si Xiangu B PUAli%,
which began with a local official’s visit to a Donghua Temple ¥t This example
was a result of the open public nature of stone inscriptions, which was a notable
feature of this medium. It was also caused by practical utility of the stone inscrip-
tions.

From the above, we have confirmed that Mongol rulers’ edicts and stone
inscriptions promulgating them had the potential to significantly impact local
societies. Although priests and local officials played the central role in local
religious activities, Mongol rulers’ involvement with them requires our attention as
well. The discussion in this paper has shown one practical case of the triangular
interplay in local societies during the Mongol period.

STATE RELIGIOUS SERVICES OF THE MING DYNASTY AND
BUDDHISM, TAOISM AND LOCAL GODS

ASAI Motoi

The Ming dynasty advanced a policy that protected Buddhism and Taoism as
teachings supplementing the fundamental Confucianism of the dynasty from its
early stages. The Department of Rites i of the Ming government regulated
Buddhist and Taoist establishments, imposing examinations of scriptural knowledge
on Buddhist and Taoist priests and limiting their number. Moreover, the Ming
dynasty had Buddhist and Taoist temples conduct a portion of the Confucian state’s
ritual system, and during important state ceremonies, such as state religious
services, memorial services and political reflection 184, bureaucrats were
dispatched, and religious rites were performed. It can be said that Buddhism and
Taoism were substantially incorporated into the framework of state religious
services and in turn into the system of state rituals.

Furthermore, many local gods associated with folk belief were also incorpo-
rated into state religious services. Some of these local gods were originally human
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beings, some were natural phenomena such as mountains and rivers, and others
were supernatural beings such as dragons. In the Ming period, it was thought that
local gods were nothing other than the result of the operation of vin (negative) and
yang (positive) gi &, two modes of creative energy F&£F; —5&. The operation of gi
was considered not only to be a natural principle that constituted the real world, but
also to be a spiritual one was beyond human perception, which was worshiped as
the gods YA

Ultimately, the criteria for determining whether or not local gods were suitable
for incorporation into national religious services or rites depended on the question of
the existence of their miraculous power. Most local government officials em-
phasized the miraculous power of local gods that brought benefits to the local
administration and people rather than the orthodox Confucian standards. The
officials reported evidence confirming the miraculous power of local gods to the
Department of Rites and recommended putting them in state religious services.

The Ming dynasty was based on Neo-Confucianism thought, particularly the
school of Zhuzi 4%, but, it also made an effort to put Buddhism, Taoism and local
gods into the framework of state religious services as much as possible. As such,
the Ming dynasty expected the political rule of the emperor in the real world would
be aided by spiritual power that would be provided by state religious services.

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE COMPILATION OF THE HISTORICAL
MATERIALS OF THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY : A CASE
STUDY OF THE PARTY HISTORY MATERIALS
PUBLISHED IN THE 1950S

ISHIKAWA Yoshihiro

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) began to systematically collect mate-
rials on Party history in the late 1920s. In the so-called Yan'an Period, from the
middle of 1930s to the middle of 1940s, some important collections of Party
documents, such as the Liuda vigian 7KL (Documents of the CCP Before Its
6th Congress) and the Liuda yilai 7~ KPR (Documents of the CCP Since Its 6th
Congress) were compiled in rapid succession under the leadership of Mao Zedong,
and hereby the compilation of historical materials of the Party was subject to strong
political influence. After the establishment of the PRC, collection and compilation
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