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LEGENDS ON THE ORIGIN
OF THE TURKS
—With especial reference to the
origin of the Chu-ye elan of the
Sha-t’o tribe—
‘ Seivo Okozali
It is generally accepted by niost
orientalists that legends on the origin
of fhe Turks should be interpreted in
the light of comparison with origin
legends of such Ural-Altaic peoples as
The

legend of the Turks that their ancestor

the Mongols and the Tungus.

wag a wolf married to a human being

another kind of legends on the origin .

of the Chu-ye clan of the Sha-¥o tribe
that their ancestor was brought up by
a bird. This kind of legends is alo
found among other peoples than the
Turkic tribes, and it seems to have
been connected with remoter legends
of K’un-mo, ancestor of the U-sun. Bus
there is a difference between the deserip-
tion of the Nan-pu-shin-shu and that
of the Wu-tai-shih-chi; the former says
that the Chu-ye clan’s ancestor was
brought up by a bird, while the latter
that he wag 'born in the nest of an
cagle. Such a difference seems to have

derived from the rationalistic interpre-

constitutes a basic pattern of their  tation by Chines historians of the origin
origin legends. There is, however, legend of an alien race.
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