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Keiichi Sakuta’s Socialogocal Imagination

Koki MANABE

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,
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Summary Keiichi Sakuta is a sociologist who has consistently worked on the construction of social theory to
try and understand the irrationality that appears in experiences of life. It is often said that unique experiences
of life are inconsistent with abstract theory ; nevertheless, he attempted to integrate them. However, previous
studies have discussed only his interest in experiences of life, and little attention has been paid to his intention
of constructing theory. This paper focuses on his intention to construct theory and discusses the significance of
his doing so to understand experiences of life.

First, two concepts in “Collection of Sociological Propositions”, horizontal relationship and vertical
relationship, are defined. Second, his criticism of contemporary sociology and Kobayashi Hideo are
summarized. He claims that from a sociological or Kobayashi’s perspective the complexity of the world is
reduced to either a horizontal or a vertical relationship. Finally, his analyses of atrocious crimes are reviewed.
He attempts to understand irrational crimes from the perspective of both horizontal and vertical relationships.
Accordingly, it becomes clear that he has constructed a “whole” by connecting the sociological explanation
(horizontal relationship) with the irrationality of life (vertical relationship).
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