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The Duel between Buddhism, Cheng-Zhu school and Christianity
— the conversion of Fukan Fabian ——

L1 Jing

Graduate School of Human and

Kyoto University, Kyoto

Environmental Studies,

606-8501 Japan

Summary Originally, Buddhism was “the Other” for Japan. By the Edo period, however, Buddhism had
taken root in Japan and come to be regarded as part of Japan’s intellectual tradition. But now, a new challenge

arrived on the horizon : how to deal with a new “Other”, i.

e. Christianity. Fukan Fabian, who was born into

this period of radical historical change in Japanese history, shows a thinking characterized by a high level of
complexity. In my view, the composition of Fabian’s thought can be divided into three layers. At the surface
layer, there was the new knowledge and the new beliefs that came along with the arrival of Christianity. At a
deeper level of analysis, one finds that Fabian’s mode of thinking shows influence from the Zen notion of
relativity of all things. Yet, I will argue that at the deepest layer of Fabian’s thought, the mode of thinking of

that plays the decisive role belongs to Cheng-Zhu school.





