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On Nepali “Democracy”: Its Terminology, History, and Status Quo

NAWA Katsuo

Abstract

This paper tries to give a preliminary glimpse of the history and status of “democracy” in Nepal.
After briefly summarizing the political history of Nepal after 1951, I first follow how each
political regime in Nepal from the latter half of the twentieth century, including the Panchayat
regime, has defined itself in terms of “democracy,” pointing out that what has been contested
is what and how the democracy in Nepal should be. Secondly I trace the changing usages
of prajatantra and loktantra, the two terms used as Nepali equivalents of the English term
“democracy”, in relation to two other terms, rajtantra (monarchy) and ganatantra (republic).
Then I briefly review the complexity of “minorities” and minority politics in Nepal, focusing on
Adivasi Janajati, Dalit, and Madhesi. I also locate the act of voting in Nepal within a wider range
of political activities from meeting to bandh, touching upon the local functions of political parties
since 1990 in particular. Finally I give some brief comments on the result of the 2013 Constituent
Assembly Election, which clearly shows that Nepali people generally supported democracy

despite their frequent distrust of politicians and political parties.
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AAMIBRA LRI ERREBELD, ZN2E&THLOFAZ Lidn . B2 IZNOEIED X512,
HADL K HSEM % HIA LoD [ LB B Sz e v (B FIATFE) o

78



T A=V D [FTEZTV—] Ko T

XAARAMPI) LEESEZRHOAERICE, BOEOEBIIHE Sz REORCK & EARMIC
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FTORRHIZBEDLY, A= VDL DAL, B FHOF— 10k - THEOBEME S

WKHEFELTELZRTIE 2L EAL L TR EELES NICHEEL TELRTH v, 25—
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