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PRIMARY CARCINOMA OF THE URETER:
REPORT OF A CASE AND A SURVEY
OF 294 CASES REPORTED IN JAPAN

Hiroto Wasuipa and Kosuke Uepa

From the Department of Urology, Nagoya City University Medical School
(Director : Prof. N. Oka, M. D.)

A case of ureteral carcinoma on the right side was presented. The patient was.a 64-year-
old man, and resection of the lower part of the ureter including tumor and uretero-cystoneostomy
were performed (Fig. 1, 2). Histologically, the tumor was transitional cell carcinoma, grade
II (Fig. 3, 4). Postoperatively the patient has been good up to 5 months. In Japan, 294 cases
of the primary ureteral carcinoma have been reported since 1935. Statistical survey of them

was made.

1) Men are more often affected than women (ratio 208 :71) (Table 1).
2) The age ranged from 33 to. 89 years with the greatest incidence in the fifth, sixth and

seventh decades (Table 1).

3) The lower third of the ureter is affected in 53% (Table 1).
4) Transitional cell carcinoma and papillary carcinoma are common (Table 4).

5) Many kinds of operations have been employed.

Nephroureterectomy or nephroure-

terectomy and segmental cystectomy occupied 80% of all the surgeries (Table 5).
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Fig. 1 Right retrograde pyelogram ; Fig. 3 Low power view (x4) of the tumor.
slightly dilated pelvis and
ureter. The filling defect is
seen in the lower third of the
right ureter (1).

- . e /"’ gk T2, e

Fig. 2 Gross specimen. Papillomatous Fig. 4 High power view (x40) of the tumor.
tumor (P) is growing in the
ureteral lumen. Tumor is
dissected.
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Table 1 Age, sex and affected side.

IR e R

Table 3 Clinical symptoms.

I. Age 307+++++39 10
Aerenen 49 30
BQ-eever 59 72 (25.8%)
£0++++++69 116 (41.6%)
70-vee-79 47 (16.8%)
80 4
unknown 15
294
II. Sex male 208 (74.6%)
female 71 (25.4%)
unknown 15

294
II1. Affected side

left 117 (43.2%)
right 153 (54.8%)
unknown 24

294

Table 2 Site of the tumor in the ureter.

125 (53.0%)
38 (16.1%)
28 (11.9%)

lower third
middle third
upper third

lower two-thirds 24
upper two-thirds 7
upper and lower 2
total 12
unknown 58
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Table 4 Histology.

AT bk 147 (55.7%)

(Transitional cell carcinoma)
g Wb

(Papillary carcinoma)

70 (26.5%)

R a1 . 18

(Squamaous cell carcinoma)

Hogh @ 9

(Carcinoma simplex)

S MR 4

(Basal cell carcinoma)

Miscellaneous 16
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Table 5 Operations.
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