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A Study on Indian Textiles from the Perspective of Global Relationships:
Investigation of Dutch Sample Books about the Kanga of East Africa

KANETANI Miwa

Abstract

Based on the examination of newly-discovered sample books of print textiles in Holland, the
purpose of this paper is to demonstrate that the printed textile kanga, which has been widely used
as women’s dress in East Africa since the end of the 19™ century, was created and developed
through trade between India, Europe and East Africa.

I discussed in my previous paper how the designs of the early kanga may have originated
from the textiles of western India. An examination of the sample books showed two points.
Firstly, print companies in Holland collected textiles from British India. Secondly, they imitated
and arranged the designs of textiles obtained from British India, and produced kanga for the East
African market. The birth of the kanga is related with the development of printing technology
encouraged by mass-produced cotton textiles and chemical dyes. In conclusion, I pointed out
that mechanical printing techniques in Europe, which were developed via encounters with Indian

textiles, returned to India and changed Indian fabrics and dress culture.
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D. ZD0)B Ay HOF Y TN TENTB0IX T THDE (F2). Z0) BLEIEERD
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Vlisco Slendangs 1886

1886 4F

281 Slendangs(0.A.)1891-1892

1891 4F -1892 4

283 Slendangs(0.A.)1906-1916

1906 4 -1916 4

212 Slendangs en Sarongs 1913-1917

1913 4 -1917 4

No.246 Slendangs-Oost Afrika 5590/5880 ?
313 Sarongs en Hooddoeken 1-302 ?
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