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Development of Education Policy for Young People with Special Needs
in Denmark: Focusing on Specially Planned Youth Education (STU)

IKEDA Noriko

This paper examines the development of education policy for young people with special needs in
Denmark, and the learning support in practices, focusing on the Specially Planned Youth Education
(STU) established in 2007. In the process of policy development on special needs and inclusive
education at the compulsory level in Denmark, inclusion has been promoted since the 1980s. On the
other hand, special needs education systems for young people have been set up since the 2000s, because
the increasing dropout rate from upper secondary education among youth has become a serious problem.
STU is characterized by allowing young people to design their own individually tailored programs. The
number of participants has increased since its establishment. In conclusion, this paper clarified the three
characteristics in learning support from the case studies of Horsens Community and Gentofte
Community: i) emphasis on dialog between supporters and young people, ii) evaluation of the student’s
development from the holistic perspective, iii) various programs run in cooperation with the local

companies and institutions based on the community.
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