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The expense of government to the individuals of a great nation, is like the expense of management to the
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joind fenants of a great cstate, who are all obliged to cont ibute in proportion to their resfective inteiests in

the estate,
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The subjects of every state o:.m.E to contribute towards the support of the government, as nearly as possib'e in
propottion to their respective ad#%/ies; that is, in E.ov;ommoﬁ._ to the revenue which they respectively exjoy under
the protection of the state.
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- The time of payment, the manner of payment, the quantity to be paid, ought a'l to be clear and plain to the
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The certainty of what each in dividual ought to pay is, in taxation, a matter of so great importance, thai a wery

considerable degree of inequality, it appears, I believe, [rom the experience of all nations, is not n.ar so great
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an evil as a wery small degree of uncertainiy,
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Every iax ought to be levied at the time, or mn the manner, in which it is most likely to be convenient for
the contribufor to pay it.
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By t1 e forfeitures and other peralties which those wifortunale individuals incur wl o attemyt wnsuccessfuily o
rvade the fax, it may frequently ruin them, and therehy put an end to the benefit which the community might
have received from the employment of the'r cap.fals. An injudicious tax offers a gieat Ampiation to smuggling.
But the penaities of smugpling must rise in projortion to the temptaiion, 'The law, ¢ ntrary to all the ordinary
jrinciples of jusice, frss creales 200 dewrplation, and then junishes those who y'eld to it; and jt commonly
enhvnces the puaishment too e groporiion to the very circumstance vhich ought certainly (o alleviate it, the

temptation to commit the crime,
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