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The Meaning and the Function of the “Educational View” in the
Vocational Guidance of Primary Schools in the Prewar Period :
Focusing on the Process of the Selection of Students’
Suitable Occupations and Places of Employment

Manabu ISHIOKA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,
Kyoto University, Kyoto, 6068501 Japan

The purpose of this study is to clarify the meaning and the function of the educational view in the
decision of suitable occupations and places of employment for students, focusing on the vocational
guidance of primary schools in the prewar period. This is very significant to examine what kind of role
schools played in the process of regarding transition as a problem of education.

Section 1 explains the background and the significance of this study.

Section 2 clarifies the educational view and its function in the process of the selection of suitable
occupations for students. The results are as follows : “Negative guidance” became the mainstream in the
way of guidance of primary schools. The dominance of negative guidance was according to the situation
of the job market, the doubts about vocational aptitude tests and “educational view” that regards the
trainability and the flexibility of students as important. “Initiative” and “reflection on one’s self” by
students were also regarded as important in the “negative guidance”. In the background, there were not
only the continuity to the assertion of “Shin-Kyoiku (New Education)” but also the purpose to evade
guides’ responsibilities.

Section 3 clarifies the educational view and its function in the process of the selection of places of
employment for students. Teachers who made much of the “cultivation of spirits of enterprise” were
critical of helping students to find jobs by schools, because it was the departure from the principle.
However, it couldn’t be entirely denied due to the imperfect system of the employment agencies.
Teachers who had helped students to find jobs thought it positive. The logic was that they had to come
up to the expectations of students’ parents, and also that it was the “duty of education” which was
different from the “businesslike management” as the employment agencies.

Section 4 is a summary and discussion.



