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Abstract

This paper examines the functions and meanings of theatrical and musical activities in two
prisoner-of-war camps established in Singapore during and immediately after World War IIL
Drawing on primary documents and oral history interviews, the study compares cultural
practices that Allied prisoners developed during the Japanese occupation and that Japanese
prisoners cultivated after Japan's surrender in 1945. The analysis reveals that both groups
constructed pseudo-landscapes and soundscapes evoking their respective homelands: Western-
style theatre, church concerts, and Christmas events for the former, and Japanese musical idioms
and borrowed elements of Noh and Kabuki for the latter.

These cultural forms were not merely entertainment but fulfilled two central functions. First,
they strengthened psychological resilience through music and performance under extreme
conditions. Second, they reinforced group identity through collective singing and creative
collaboration. The paper also highlights contrasting processes of postwar memorialization. While
public archives on Allied imprisonment in Southeast Asia have been widely accessible overseas,
in Japan a large body of primary sources has remained scattered; nevertheless, through the
mediation of Senyukai (veterans associations), memories continued to be inherited and reshaped
within the community. Overall, the comparison demonstrates that artistic activity in captivity
was crucial to survival, cohesion, and long-term memory reconstruction.
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