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Developing English Competency through a Fieldwork-Oriented
Study Abroad Program:
English for Science and Technology Interdisciplinary Research Program at
UC Davis Extension

Mikako Nishikawa

Abstract

This paper examines the customized interdisciplinary research program developed by the University of
California Davis Extension for Kyoto University students. Twenty-two students participated in a three-week
intensive program, which was designed to improve English proficiency, critical thinking, and academic skills
through diverse activities in and out of the classroom. Interdisciplinary research project groups proposed,
discussed and decided on three major areas of inquiry to explore. Through reading, research, and planning
the groups gathered information related to their areas of inquiry. The program featured eighteen on-site
visits and three program lectures that took place in the Davis community and greater Bay Area, where small
groups were able to conduct their own research work. Information gathered from on-site visits was combined
with key points identified through reading and research, and incorporated into the final group presentations.
Through these presentations, students developed confidence and improved their oral communication skills.
Students learned how to make effective oral and visual presentations, and how to apply verbal and non-verbal
public speaking techniques. This paper describes how this program was designed, as well as their critical

thinking and interdisciplinary communication skills.

(G30 Assistant Professor, The Organization for the Promotion of the International Relations,

Kyoto University)
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