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The Analyses of Fictitious but Realistic Forensic Interviews
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Forensic interviewing is a method to elicit as accurate information as possible from alleged
victims of crimes and abuse, while reducing as much stress as possible during the interviews. In
this study, we analyzed four fictitious but realistic interviews that were created for training purpose
by medical, social-work and policing professionals and researchers. The interviews were conducted
based upon flexibly constructed scenario, where alleged young/old child was interviewed for
suspected sexual/physical abuse. Using the methodology of conversation analysis, interviews were
analyzed quantitatively (e.g., types and the amount of utterances), qualitatively (e.g., contents
of utterances that were elicited by open-ended, WH- and closed questions, and suggestive and
tagged questions). Results showed all the interviews were conducted along the guideline of
forensic interviews, eliciting free narratives, though the amount of utterances varied reflecting the
age, reluctance, and possible developmental disorder of interviewees. Also, it was suggested that
interviewers might be tempted to make inference when a child gives only fragmented information.
In the training, such characteristics of interviews can be used to draw trainees’ attention to the

benefits of forensic interviews as well as pitfalls when conducting interviews with difficult children.



