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by　C．　L　Prince，　F．　R．　A．　S．，　〈Lewes．　182S．）

プリンス散．文課 アラートスの天象詩

　　　　If，　and　whenever，　your　admiration　has　been　exited　，when　contemplating　a　grand　circle

ornamenting亡he　s’ts　y，　or　if　a【1アone　s亡anding　nearアou　poin亡s　out　that　con5亡ellation　called　thg

Milky．　Way，　beaT　in皿ind　there　is　no　other　citcle　which　exhibits　a　sim．11ar．appe漁nce　as

well　as　exceeding　in　magnltude　the　other　four　；　nevertheless，　two　are　much　the　same　and　twd

of　lesser　consequence．　One　of　these　laller　is　near　the　low　down　north　add　in　it　lie　the　two

heads　of　the　Twins．

　　　　On　it　are　also　p14ced　the　1〈nees　o£　Auriga　；　lil｛ewise　the　sh：in　and　left　shoulder　of’Perseus　；

a］so　it　h．olds　the　right　arm　of　Andromeda　．adove　the　elbow，　but　the　palin　of　the　hand　is

placed　more　northerly，　the　elbow　leaning　to　the　southward．

　　　　The　Horse’s　hoofs，　the　Swan’s　necl〈，　the　crown　of　・the　head　and　the　bright　shonlclers，

of　the　Serpent－holder，　revolve　around　this　circle．

　　　　StM　further　to　the　south　lies　the　Virgin，　but　not　in　contact，　as　the　Lion　and　the　Crab

do；　these　two　lie　in　ovder，　but　sepatate．　One　circle　cuts　the　Lion　under　the　breast．　even

to　tl］e　lower　part　of　the　beliy；　the　Crab　beneath　its　shell　follows　on，　where　you　may　see

it　cut　into　two　parts，　the　circle　passing　between　two　eyes．　This，　as　near　as　may　be，　divldes・

the　Zone　into　eight　parts，　five　of　which　daily　reyolve　above　the　horison　and　three　beneath

it，　as　obtains　during　the　summer　season．　Thus　it　is　fixed　to　the　northward　of　the　Crab，’

whiユe蜘ther　cirCle　passes　through　the皿iddle　of　the　Goat，　the　feet　of　the　Waterごbearer．

and　the　tai1　of　the　XVh．ale．　Here　also　is　found．　the　Hare　and　a　considerable　portion　o£　the

I）og，　not　including　the　feet．　Argo　is　also　near　and　the　huge　shoulder　of　the　Centaur，　also，

the　stin．cr一　o£　the　Scorplon　and　the　bright　b’ow　of　the　Archer．　Passing　£rom　the　extreme・

north　to．　the　south，　the　Sun　is　met；　in　fact，　here　the　winter　comes　on，　and　of　the　eight

parts　（or　sigris）　three・　revolve　above　t’he　horison　and　five　beneath　it．

　　　　In　the　midst　of　both　a　girdle　as　large　as　the　Mi工ky　Waアrevolves　beneath　the　earth，

bisecting，　as　it　were，　the　sl〈y，　while　there　in　both　the　days　and　the．nights　are　equal．，　that　is，

tαwards　the　end　of　the　summer　and　the　com皿encelpent　of　the　spring，　and　yvithin　this　space

the　knees　both　o£　the　Ram　and　Bull　are’ 垂撃≠モ?пD　．The　Ram　is　stretched　along　the　circle　at

full　length　and　so　much　of　the　legs　of　the　Bull　as　appears　when　kneeling．　On　it　alse

appear　the　belt　of　magnificieltt　Orion，　and　the　folds　of　the　great”and　shining　XN’ater－Setpent．

as　weエ1　as　theエess　c・nspicu・us　B・w1；．亡he　Cr・w　sエs・is　there，・nd　the　Sc・rp｛・n’S　c］・ws，　n・亡

adorned，　however，　with　many　stars　；　lil〈ewise　the　lcnees　oE　the　Serpent－holder，　but　the　Eagle

is　not　・Within　it．　）Lqot　far　off　the　great　messenger　o£　Jupiter　lies　along；　also　near　him　are

th・neck　and　h・・d・f　th・H・・S・▽H・1di・g．・Il　th・・e．i・th・m．id・ゆ・ax．i・en・1・ses　th・m　i皿

rectangular　fashion，　but　the　fourth　is　fixed　obliquely　in　both，　while　within　lie　the　TropicS．

bisected　by　the　Equator．　Not　easily　would　any　one，　unassisted　by　Athena’s　hands，　bind　the
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rolling　spheres，　for　such　and　so　lnany，．revolving　around，　are　all　placed　within　the　oblique

circle，　in　etherial　space，　impelled　from　morning　to　night　through　all　time．　These　rise　and

set　on　oPPosite　sides　and　re亡ain　their　respective　pogitions；one　of　them　rises　and　another

sets，　in　due．order；one　of　these　risihg　obliqueユy　aユso　passes　over　so　much　of　the　horison　as

is　contained　in　the　space　between　the　rising　of　the　Goat． ≠獅п@th6　Crab，　and　setting　just　so

far　elsewhere　as　eye　can　follow．　Six　times　as　much　will　pass　alDng　the　ci，rcle　and　each

l〕ortion，　equally　measuredl　enclos6s　two　contellati．01ユs・　This　cirele　is　ca11ed　the　Zodiac，　in

which　is　the　Crab，　the　Lion，　the　Virgin，　the　Claws，　the　body　of　the　Scorpion，　tbe　Archer，

klre　Goat，　the　Water－bea聡r，　the　Ftshes，　the　R江m，　the　Bull　aqd　the　Twtns．　In　theSe　tweLve

signs　the　Sun　pursues　his　path　throughout　the　year；also　along　thi＄circle　the　several　seasons

of　the　year　proceed．　Of　this　so　much　as　se亡s　below　the　horison　so　much　remains　ab⊂）ve｛t。

On　everアn1ght　six　of　the　twelve　divisions　of　the　circle　set　and　as　lnany　rise。　But　as　night

proceeds，　somuch　of　t｝！e　longitude　of　each　is　eleVatc’d　above　the　horison　as　is　equal　to　half

the　lafge　circle；nor　will　any　observer　regret　the　time　employed　ill　watchiDg　when　each　sign

rlses，£or　the　SLIII　himself　always　in　one　of　these・　You　wiU　best　recognise　them　a6・they

severally　rise．　1£theア．　should　be　obscttred　by　clouds，　or　hidden　bアahi11，　as　they　rise，　pa）r

great　attention　to　other　stars　which　may　be　rising；moreover，　the　hor重son　itself　wlll　conthnaously

give　you雌ormation　by　observing　its　angle　on　either　side．

　　　　There　are　many　stars　which　revolve　around，　whi⊥e　each　sign　is　rlsing，　in　order　from

belQw，　well　known；for．　instaDce，　when　the　Crab　rises　twinkling　stars　lle　on　all　sides；．some

indeed　setting　while　others　rise　from　the　eastward・　Now　sets　the　Crown，1ikewise　the　lower

shoulder　of　the　Fish，　the　upPer　half　of　which　アou　see　above　the　horison，　while　half　has．

already　set　closely　adloiniロg　the　also　setting　Crown；but　the　Fish　reversed　still　shows　other

stars，　even　to　the　lower　part　its　belly，　while　the　upper　ones　are　lost　in　the　darkness　of　the

night．　The　Crab　brings　do“Tll　upon．his　k【ユees，　even　from　h三s　shouユder・the　toi1三ng　Serpent－

hQlder　as　well　as　the　Snake　even　to　its　neck．

　　　　Not　much　lnore　Plainly　will　Arctophylax　be　seen　in　the　twiligh亡，　but　brighter　at　night，．

for　then　the　horison　hides　four　other　signs　while　he量s　setting，　and　he，　wearアof　daylight，

having　continued　busアmore　than　half　the　night，　finally　sets　with　the　Sun．　These　nights

are　called　the／ate．rettin3，r　for　thus　theアdirect　their　course．　Opposite，　Orion，　brilliant　with

his　girdle　and　bright　upon　bo亡h　shoulders，　armed　tQo，　with　his　sword，　is　borne　along　the，

£ull　stream　and　carrled、£ar　in　atiQthxer　dix－ecCion．

　　　　B¢low　comes　the　rising　stars　of　the　Lion　which　had　set　with　the　Crab；the　Eagle　also．．

　　　　The　Kneeler，　while　sQme　parts　of　him　are　already　set，　tums　his　body　beneath　the　surging

waves，　except　his　knee　and　Ieft　foot．　The　head　of　the　Water－serpent　now　rises；the　dusky

Hare；nocyon　and　the　fore　feet　of　the　brilliant　Dog．　The　Virgin　rising　sends　not　a　few．

stars　below；the　Kyllenian　Lyre；the　Dolphin　and　the． `rcher，s　well－wrough亡weapon　set，

with　which　flre　hid，　near　the　head　of　the　streaDユ，　the　back　feathers　of　the　Swan　even　to

．her　tail；also　the　head　and．neck．of　the　Horse　set．　The　Water－Serpent　rises　high　even．

to　the　Bowl；the　Dog，　too，　comipg　on，　lif亡s　his£eet’，　drawlng　behind　hlm．　the　bright　stern

of　Argo，　which　sets　dMded．　at　the　verア　mas㌻when　the　Virgin，s　constellation　rises　above・

　　　　　　　コthe　horiSonl


