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FINAL SOLILOQUY OF THE INTERIOR
PARAMOUR

Light the first light of evening, as in a room
In which we rest and, for small reason, think

The world imagined is the ultimate good.
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This is, therefore, the intensest rendezvous.
It is in that thought that we collect ourselves,

Out of all the indifferences, into one thing:

Within a single thing, a single shawl
Wrapped tightly round us, since we are poor, a warmth,

A light, a power, the miraculous influence.

Here, now, we forget each other and ourselves.
We feel the obscurity of an order, a whole,

A knowledge, that which arranged the rendezvous,

Within its vital boundary, in the mind.
We say God and the imagination are one...

How high that highest candle lights the dark.

Out of this same light, out of the central mind,
We make a dwelling in the evening air,

In which being there together is enough. (C2, 524)
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It was Ulysses and it was not. Yet they had met,
Friend and dear friend and a planet’s encouragement,

The barbarous strength within her would never fail. (€2, 521)
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His place, as he sat and as he thought, was not
In anything that he constructed, so frail,

So barely lit, so shadowed over and naught, (€2, 523)
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But his actual candle blazed with artifice. (C2, 523)
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My candle burned alone in an immense valley.
Beams of the huge night converged upon it,
Until the wind blew.

Then beams of the huge night

Converged upon its image,

Until the wind blew. (C2, 51)
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A candle is enough to light the world.
It makes it clear. Even at noon

It glistens in essential dark. (CP, 172)
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A blank underlies the trials of device,

The dominant blank, the unapproachable. (C2, 477)
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We live in an old chaos of the sun,
Or old dependency of day and night,
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Or island solitude, unsponsored, free,

Of that wide water, inescapable. (CP, 70)
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From this the poem springs: that we live in a place

That is not our own and, much more, not ourselves (C2, 383)
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He has his poverty and nothing more.

His poverty becomes his heart’s strong core— (C2, 427)

It is poverty’s speech that seeks us out the most. (CP, 510)
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It is to stick to the nicer knowledge of

Belief, that what it believes in is not true. (C2, 332)
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dimension in which

We believe without belief, beyond belief. (C2, 336)
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