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Orientation Trip

Mukta Sapkota

Doctoral course student
Department of Urban Management

If somebody asks me about my hobby I am quick to answer that
it is travel Typically, I was waiting with a lot of enthusiasm for
the one-day tour on April 25, 2009 for newly-enrolled students at
Kyoto University, on April 24, 2009. The day came with a bang,
and a lot of rain. But the rain couldn’t dampen my desire to travel
All the “ryugakusei” gathered in front of Yoshida campus in the
early morning. Then we headed towards Phoenix Park in Hyogo
Prefecture. Scenery viewed from the bus window was spectacular.
After two and half hours of enjoyable bus ride we reached our
destination. After a self-introduction and a very informative orien-
tation about life and study in Kyodai we went for lunch. All of us
enjoyed Japanese cuisine in a nearby restaurant and I chose
donburi which is one of my favorite Japanese foods. Then we
went inside the Nojima fault preservation museum, which was so
fascinating. The museum is a living memory of the Awaji earth-
quake and we learnt a lot about the effects of that disastrous
event. After observing the scenes at the museum, we left for
Iwaya Port. This seaport was another interesting destination for
me, ] am from a landlocked country and being so close to a huge
water body like the ocean is always fascinating for me. Observing
the environment, sitting in the ferrybeat going around the sea
port and glimpsing the entire sea port reminded me of lakes near
my hometown, though they are much smaller than this huge sea.
It was a similar experience to being around lakes but in a much
grander scale. After spending half an hour around this area, we
headed towards Maiko Park, It was time for all of us to explore
the technological extravaganza of Japan, the ‘Akashi Kaikyo Bridge’
which is also known as the Pearl Bridge. Being the longest sus-
pension bridge it was really marvelous and picturesque, Being a
civil engineer myself, I was very fortunate to observe this bridge
and to actually see something which I had been reading about in
text books. This view made me feel that suspension bridge tech-
nology is the peak of innovative excellence, The bridge exhibition
centre was also fabulous. It made me quite nostalgic, reminding
me of my structure courses in my Bachelors degree in Civil En-
gineering courses at Tribhuvan University, Nepal. While looking
around the Sun Wen Memorial Hall I was once again totally in-
spired by the great leader Sun Yat-sen, When I was in seventh
grade, I read about Dr. Sun Yat-sen who was the leader of China's
republican revolution. He is the object of a cult for people who
want 1o do something for their society and the nation, This visit
struck a responsive chord in me about my goals. Finally, this
memorable day ended with our return to Kyoto City. Meeting
new friends from different parts of the world and travelling
around with them made this day remarkable. Even the rain
couldn’t interfere with our pleasant moments at the various scenic
locations that we visited.
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