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A Reappraisal of the Assemblies of Mongol Nobles of 1636
in the Context of the Manchu-Mongol Military Alliance

and the Qing Invasion of Choson
by
KOO Bumjin and LEE Jaekyung

In the tenth lunar month of the first year of the Chongde %:f# reign (1636-
1643), or November 1636 according to the Gregorian calendar, Qing Taizong
i K%% (Hong Taiji) sent his ministers to preside over assemblies of Mongol
nobles at two different venues. This paper will inquire into the pacts
concluded at the 1636 Mongol assemblies from the perspective of the
Manchu-Mongol military alliance, focusing especially on the numbers of
troops (“mksin i ton” in Manchu) shown in the reports of the Manchu
ministers.

In the early seventeenth century, the Manchu rulers needed to augment
their military strength in order to wage wars against their main opponents,
the Ming dynasty and the Caqgar (Chakhar) Mongols. For that purpose, they
attempted to win over the Mongol groups in neighboring regions to their
side. Nurhaci, the first ruler of the Manchus, had managed to make pledges
of alliance, first with the Five Qalqga (Khalkha) nobles and then with the
Qorcin (Khorchin) nobles during the Tianming Ky reign (1616-1626); these
pacts did not, however, lead to substantial military cooperation.

During the Tiancong K H& reign (1627-1636), Hong Taiji successfully
mobilized the Mongol cavalry forces from the nomadic nobles under the
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Manchu-Mongol alliance for military expeditions against the Cagar Mongols
and the Ming dynasty. Hong Taiji’s mobilization of the Mongol troops during
this period was based upon a pact forming a military alliance concluded in
1629. The 1629 pact, however, turned out to be ineffective as it failed to force
the Mongol nobles to provide as many troops as Hong Taiji had hoped for.
Moreover, the final collapse of Caqgar in 1635 and the proclamation of Daicing
Gurun, or the Qing empire, in May 1636 necessitated the revision of the
general outlines stipulated in the 1629 pact. It was against this background
that Hong Taiji convened the assemblies in November 1636.

On the sixth day of the eleventh lunar month of 1636 (December 2), Hong
Taiji’'s ministers returned from the assemblies and reported on the pacts
concluded at the assemblies, according to which the numbers of the troops,
which were listed according to each nomadic group, amounted to 12,095 in
total. While these numbers have generally been considered the size of troops
maintained by each nomadic group, a new analysis in this paper reveals that
they were newly allocated numbers of troops to be drafted from the Mongol
groups that had joined the pacts, and that this allocation was specifically for
the impending Qing invasion of Choson Korea, probably without any regular
or permanent purposes. Nevertheless, these numbers of troops seem to have
been invoked as an important precedent when the Manchus mobilized the
Mongol troops for military operations against Ming China.
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