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A CYST ARISING FROM TUNICA VAGINALIS
TESTIS : REPORT OF A CASE

Nobuyuki Nisartkawa, Takashi Osarune and Chul Jang Kim
The Department of Urology, Kohka Public Hospital

A 38-year-old man presented with left intrascrotal painless mass. Ultrasound and magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) examinations demonstrated a cystic lesion at the upper side of left testis without enhancement.
This mass gradually enlarged in size, and left high orchiectomy was planned. Because intraoperative finding
showed a cyst arising from tunica vaginalis testis, excision of the cyst was performed. Histopathological
examination showed a cyst with a fibrous wall lined with cuboidal endothelial cells without malignancy. To
our knowledge, this is the 15th reported case of a benign cystic lesion in tunica vaginalis testis in Japan. The
age distribution of patients showed two peaks; one from 5 to 8 years old and the other from 30 to 69 years
old. Most of the pediatric patients showed acute scrotal swelling with pain.  On the other hand, most adult
patients demonstrated painless scrotal swelling with slow growth. Operative investigation should be
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performed in cases with suspicion of malignancy.
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Fig. 1. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) T2-
weighted image shows a cystic lesion without
wall irregularity at the upper side of left
testicle.
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Fig. 2. Intraoperative finding shows a cyst within
tunica vaginalis testis. A gross appearance
(arrow). B: magnified image.
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Fig. 3. Microscopic image shows the fibrous cystic
wall lined with cuboidal endothelial cells
(HE staining). Original magnification is
X 100.
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Table 1. Cases of benign cystic mass originating from tunica vaginalis testis reported in Japan
No  4Fis A EF P [ERES EliEY ER(IFES WRIEAOTE s F
/NS
1 5 b BEANER - BITK 5 gtk nJ W 1977
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4 5 h  BREAIER O++ ? 2 IR nJ =R 2001
BN
5 56 /£ BEEWIER - BEKXR HIE  AFHUAEE + 2E R bt & Y1976
6 56 WM FEEEAIER - BERER E2 O 1R iy W 1977
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8 41 e BEAER - EEEHEEK H3s glumiR ) A 1987
9 66 A RREAIER - 0.7am HSE BN IR o) R 1988
10 40 2 BENER - 1.5X2.0cm H3s gelufikrit "y e [ 1989
11 51 & BREAEE + NEER/NEKR B3 R + BRI & i 1991
12 69 A BRENER - ZEKR EZ0 R iy T 1993
13 67 A BEENER - 3 Z5¢ AR R bRl & A 1998
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