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Front Gate as a Contact Zone: Gate to The U.S. Military Housing and Its Influence to the

Surrounding Community in Naha, Okinawa

Tkuno OCHI

Keywords: Returned U.S. military lands, commercial development, commons, resources, memory

Okinawa in Japan has long been placed in colonial state, always can be regarded as a “contact
zone” where people meet "Japan" and "America". The commons in the "Subcenter" area of Naha,
the capital of Okinawa, had been a rural district before the WWII and became a grueling battlefield
during the Battle of Okinawa. After the war, the U.S. military had seized most of the village land
and indigenous residents were forced to relocate. After the Reversion of Okinawa to Japan in 1972,
the return of Military Land started. Suddenly, the landowners found that they were now responsible
for the development of the returned land. They decided to transform the land into a commercial
district.

Such commons without natural resources are often excluded from discussions in terms of
commons theory. In a commons located in an urban area, the local residents’ usage and relationship
to the land are no longer the same. The local residents of such urban commons are now forming

innovative relationships with the lands.
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