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Love’s thoughts are heaped high within him,
As high as the charm-sticks,

As high as the charmsticks, once coloured,



Now fading, lie heaped in this cave. .
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Until the year’s end is red with autumn,
Red like these love.-wands,

A thousand nights are in vain.
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Our hearts have been in the dark of the falling snow,
We have been astray in the flurry.

You should tell better than we

How much is illusion,

You who are in the world.

We have been .in the whirl of those who are fading.
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SHITE AND TSURE
Times out of mind am I here setting up this bright branch, this silky wood with the charms

painted in it as fine as the web you'd get in the grasscloth of Shinobu, that they’d be still

selling you in this mountain.
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Tangled, we are entangled. Whose fault was it, dear? tangled up as the grass patterns are
tangled in this coarse cloth, or as the little Mushi that lives on and chirrups in dried seaweed.
We do not know where are to-day our tears in the undergrowth of this eternal wilderness.
We neither wake nor sleep, and passing our nights in a sorrow which is in the end a vision,
what are these scenes of spring to us? this thinking in sleep of some one who has no
thought of you, is it more than a dream? and yet surely it is the natural way of love. In
our hearts there is much and in our bodies nothing, and we do nothing at all, and only the

waters of the river of tears flow quickly.
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CHORUS

We have spent the whole day until dusk

Pushing aside the grass



From the overgrown way at Kefu,

And we are not come to the cave.

O you there, cutting grass on the hill,

Please set your mind on this matter.
‘You'd be asking where the dew is
‘While the frost’s lying here on the road.
‘Who'd tell you that now?’

Very well, then, don’t tell us,

But be sure we will come to the cave.
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SHITE

There’s a cold feel in the autumn.
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Night comes. . . .

CHORUS

And storms ; trees giving up their leaf,

Spotted with sudden showers.

Autumn! our feet are clogged

In the dew-drenched, entangled leaves.

The perpetual shadow is lonely,

The mountain shadow is lying alone.

The owl cries out from the ivies

That drag their weight on the pine.

Among the orchids and chrysanthemum flowers
The hiding fox is now lord of that love-cave,
Nishidzuka,

That is dyed like the maple’s leaf.

They have left us this thing for a saying.
That pair have gone into the cave. [Sign for the exit of SHITE and TSURE.
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Strange, what seemed so very old a cave
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Is all glittering-bright within,
Like the flicker of fire.
It is like the inside of a house.
They are setting up a loom,
And heaping up charm-sticks. No,
The hangings are out of old time.

Is it illusion, illusion ?
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TSURE

Afe, honoured priest !

You do not dip twice in the river
Beneath the same tree’s shadow
Without bonds in some other life.
Hear soothsay,

Now is there meeting between us,
Between us who were until now
In life and in after-life kept apart.
A dream-bridge over wild grass,
Over the grass I dwell in.

O honoured! do not awake me by force.

I see that the law is perfect.

SHITE (supposedly invisible)
It is a good service you have done, sir,
A service that spreads in two worlds,
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And binds up an ancient love
That was stretched out between them.
I have watched for a thousand days.
I give you largess,
For this meeting is under a difficult law.
And now I will show myself in the form of Nishikigi.

I will come out now for the first time in colour.

CHORUS
The three years are over and past:

All that is but an old story.

SHITE

To dream under dream we return.

Three years. . . . And the meeting comes now !
This night has happend over and over,

And only now comes the tryst.

CHORUS



Look there to the cave

Beneath the stems of the Suzuki.

From under the shadow of the love-grass,
See, see how they come forth and appear

For an instant. . . . Illusion!
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SHITE
Look, then, for the old times are shown,
Faint as the shadow-flower shows in the grass that bears it;

And you’ve but a moon for the lanthorn.

TSURE

The woman has gone into the cave.
She sets up her loom there

For the weaving of Hosonuno,

Thin as the heart of Autumn.

SHITE
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The suitor for his part, holding his charm-sticks,

Knocks on a gate which was barred.

TSURE
In old time he got back no answer,
No secret sound at all

Save. . .

SHITE

. . .the sound of the loom.

TSURE
It was a sweet sound like katydids and crickets,

A thin sound like the Autumn.

SHITE

It was what you would hear any night.

TSURE
Kiri.



SHITE

Hatari.

TSURE
Cho.

SHITE
Cho.

CHORUS (mimicking the sound of crickets)
Kiri, hatari, cho, cho,

Kiri, hatari, cho, cho.

The cricket sews on at his rags,

With all the new grass in the field; sho,

Churr, isho, like the whirr of a loom: churr.
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SHITE

. . . But this priest would lock on the past.

CHORUS

The good priest himself would say:

Even if we weave the cloth, Hosonuno,

And set up the charm-sticks

For a thousand, a hundred nights;

Even then our beautiful desire will not pass,

Nor fade nor die out.

SHITE



Even to-day the difficulty of our meeting is remembered,

And is remembered in song.

CHORUS

That we may acquire power,
Even in our faint substance.

We will show forth even now,
And though it be but in a dream,

Our form of repentance.
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Man. .. .But you have asked for this vision of the past,
Chorus. And, following the priest’s command,

We weave the narrow cloth,

We place the brocade tree,

A thousand times and a hundred nights,

And still the fires of attachment burn,

NAENB R = CD N0 E THRK] QEENQL Y [RRI
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And bitterness grows strong;
It will never pass away.

Man. But blessed now, through you,
By this encounter with the Law,

Chorus. We come, if only in your dream,
To seek repentance and to pray
For the miraculous power

®
Of the Lotus of the Wonderful Law.
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@ Cf. Noel Stock: The Life of Ezra Pound (London, Penguin Books, 1974), p. 249.
® Cf. Richard Ellmann: Yeats, The Man and the Mask (London, Macmillan, 1949), p. 218.
® Ezra Pound & Ernest Fenollosa: The Classic Noh Theatre of Japan—originally published in 1916 as ¢ Nok’
or Accomplishment, A Study of the Classical Stage of Japan (New York, New Directions, 1959), p. 27.
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® Donald Keene (ed.) :

Twenty Plays of the No Theatre, p. 94.



