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Wei-Jen Chen (WJC), is an active marine biologist who has
focused his research on phylogeny, population genetics, and
evolution of various marine fish and invertebrate groups. He
also has tight collaborations with French teams from MNHN,
mainly to share field projects to study the marine biodiversity,
biogeography and evolution. These collaborations are mainly
placed under the umbrella of the program Tropical Dee Sea
Benthos (TDSB) that has been run for more than forty years
explored the deep-sea community of the tropical seas. To
date, the TDSB expeditions have made over 7,000 dredge and
trawl hauls for the biodiversity explorations, and more than
one thousand species have been discovered. WJC contributes
particularly his effort in organizing the cruises with Taiwanese
research vessels and as the coordinator of ichthyological
research.

WIC’s collaboration with the researchers from the KUM
initiated in 2017 thanks to NTU/KU scholar exchange programs.
His first visit in KUM was held between 1st December 2017
— 28th February 2018. This is his second time for the visit.
WIJC took his advantage of these visits to pursue intellectual
exchange with Prof. Masaharu MOTOKAWA (WJC’s host)
for learning more about curatorial management of natural
history specimens and the museology. WJC also discussed with
KUM faculty opportunities of advanced collaborative efforts
to investigate the evolution of the deep-sea fauna and deep-
sea exhibition. In terms of research, WJC has co-published five
papers with Japanese researchers since 2018, for instance, those

ones with current KU member, Dr. Mizuki Matsunuma, on

5H8H~TH11H

the biodiversity exploration
and taxonomy of perchlets
in genus Chelidoperca
(Teleostei: Serranidae). As
to the museum activities,
both KUM and NTUM
are of the most excellent
and successful university
museums in Japan and

Taiwan, respectively. They

provide research material for the researchers and students
from around the world. The faculty members also provide
outstanding outreach activities to the general public through the
education and exhibition to demonstrate the importance of the
museum collection related to biodiversity, conservation, and
anthropology. KUM and NTUM have signed the agreement of
faculty partnership in 2012 and have already conducted several
research collaborations as well as organizing international
symposia in the past. They will continue to pursue more
academic collaboration of researchers between KU and NTU;
they wish to expand and deepen the faculty partnership of
their university museums. NTUM holds currently a temporary
exhibition of deep-sea exploration from November 2022 to
July 2023, organized by WJC and his museum partners (from
NTUM and MNHN). Based partly on results of the exchange
program, they would like open a possibility for planning to
work together on hosting the same exhibition in KUM in the

future.
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Ghislain Thiery, Dr. in paleontology since 2016, investigates the dental morphology
of fossil primates using topography, which assimilates the biting surface of the tooth
to a three-dimensional landscape. This allows to measure a wide range of parameters
related to geometry, relief, complexity or sharpness - which offers exciting insights
into the function of the tooth. In order to measure dental topography, I also developed

my own R library, doolkit (https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/doolkit/index.

html). I am currently a JSPS postdoc at Inuyama Campus under the supervision of
Takai Masanaru-sensei. My work aims to describe the dental topography of colobine
monkeys - a group of primates feeding mostly on leaves. Back into the late Miocene (about 8 Myrs ago), their
ancestors were opportunistic seed eaters. My work attempts to fill in the gaps in order to answer this question: how

generalist seed-eaters could have evolved into leaf-eating specialists?
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