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Reconsidering Enlightenment in Kant's Educational
Thought: With the Reference to Cosmopolitanism and
Geographical Thinking

HIROSE Yuzo

This paper examines the new possibilities to think enlightenment through reconsidering
Kant’s idea of enlightenment. It is often said that Kant's enlightenment shows a fundamental
paradox of education: enlightenment tries to make one autonomous but at the same time
enlightenment itself hinders it because enlightenment is primarily heteronomous. In this
context Kant's enlightenment deals with an issue of abstract and closed individual. However
there is another aspect of enlightenment that is includes a relationship with society and
others. In order to be autonomous and mature through enlightenment, one should think
publicly. That is to say, one should communicate with others and examine his view at the
others’ position. Kant also says that one should be a member of cosmopolitan society. I try to
pick up two kinds of cosmopolitan: (1) cosmopolitan who has interests in truth, world, inner
value of human being and humanity, in other words, interests which are irrelevant to his
own profits. (2) cosmopolitan who has a pluralistic view point stemmed from geographical
thinking. With this pluralistic and geographical view point, cosmopolitan can live actually
and seek such idealistic idea. Kant's enlightenment asks us to be such cosmopolitan and it

suggests dynamic movement to be mature.

_79_





