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This essay examines the moral basis of the Reconciliation Service (70 Hoa Giai), the
community mediation system in Vietnam. The system is supported by the norms of litigation
avoidance and private settlement, as well as norms that regard creating disturbances in a village
community as a public offence, which are widely shared throughout the state and local cadres and
among ordinary people. In the “public” realm of reconciliation, institutional morality of the state
or religious organizations seldom provides straightforward guidance, while it is also difficult for
the embodied morality of everyday practice to govern such matters independently. Usually, people
borrow from the vocabularies of institutional morality to express their morality of everyday life,
implying that this system of norms can withstand scrutiny in public debates. Drawing on the ideas
of “living law” (Izutaro Suehiro) and “popularized morality” (Yoshio Yasumaru) as pioneering
works that approach these issues in the East Asian context, this essay describes these norms as
morality in public discourse — the effects of dialogues between institutional morality and embodied
morality,. This essay also analyzes the custom of apologizing to the “collective” (tap the) in the

process of reconciliation in a Vietnamese village to demonstrate the above analytical framework.
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