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Changes in the Presidential Selection System of Universities in Korea:
Focusing on Types of Establishing Bodies and Political Context

JEON Kyounghwa

This paper aims to clarify the characteristics of institutional reforms of the presidential selection system
of Universities in Korea by focusing on the changes in political conditions. First, the process of legal
revisions, especially its institutional aspects, was examined. Second, the types of presidential candidate
selection method are presented, and the types of methods selected by public/private universities during a
certain period are discussed. Third, a survey was performed of recent policy revisions and institutional
reforms that followed the presentation of new policies. The findings yielded three conclusions: (1)
institutional reforms had been made mainly over the rights of participation in the presidential candidate
selection; (2) there was no direct legal foundation for the direct selection method, but only an indirect
legal foundation provided by article interpretation; and (3) the Korean government intended to combine
two choices of presidential candidate selection methods into one hybrid choice that would facilitate
broader participation of university members. It is possible that the recent concept of university as an

open organization with extensive roles and functions has influenced the course of recent policy changes.
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