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the honorific titles of Sangi changshi or Hongluging came to hold judicial offices at
the same time. Judging from the fact that the court rank of the original posts of
the members on foreign missions were higher than the ranks of the honorific
judicial posts they received, it is clear that the chief purpose of the shift of the
provisional offices for members on foreign mission to judicial posts was not
intended to raise their ranks, but it should be understood as aimed at enhancing
the prestige of the mission by borrowing the prestige of judicial offices. This is the
most important characteristic of the honorific titles for those on foreign missions
during the latter half of the Tang.

Furthermore, judging from the situation of the changes in posts after their
return from abroad, honorific titles for those on foreign missions were ultimately
only a provisional device for officials when they were abroad and were unrelated
to domestic transfers and changes of office. Once they returned from abroad, the
title lost all validity.

On the other hand, in addition to honorific titles, ¢i zifer yudai, the grant of
the purple or scarlet pouch for a fish-shaped talisman, was also awarded to those
on foreign missions in the latter half of the Tang. This seems likely to have been a
continuation of the system of jiezi 5% (“borrowed” purple) and jiefer &5k
(“borrowed” scarlet) for those on foreign missions that was found in the
ordinances of the Kaiyuan era. In other words, considering the extraordinary gap
between the court rank of the main post of those sent on a foreign mission and
the court rank associated with the ¢z zifer yudai, the system of the ci zifei yudaz,
like that of honorific titles, seems to have been one of provisional ranks that was
in effect only while the official was abroad and designed to raise the status of
those on the mission.

YAR MOHAMMAD KHAN IN HERAT: THE POLITICAL
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN IRAN AND
AFGHANISTAN IN THE
MID-19" CENTURY

KoMAKI Shéhei

There were three regional powers, Kabul, Qandahar, and Herat, in 19"
century Afghanistan. Yar Mohammad Khan Alikoza'T was the minister of Kamran
Mirza, who ruled the city of Herat in western Afghanistan. Herat was incessantly
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attacked by Qandahar and Kabul. Qajar Iran also sought to occupy it if an
opportunity presented itself. Kamran Mirza appeared to be a drunkard and an
incompetent ruler, incapable of coping with the difficulties that faced Herat. Yar
Mohammad Khan managed to deal with the problems of Herat in place of Kamran
Mirza. Mohammad Shah Qajar marched on Herdt in November, 1837 and
besieged the city for seven months. Yar Mohammad Khan resisted the Iranian
forces and British, who seeking to prevent Iranian and Russian influence in
Afghanistan, had intervened in the Iranian action. Because of these reactions, the
Iranian army had to evacuate Herat in June, 1838. Amidst this complicated
situation, Yar Mohammad Khan finally killed Kamran Mirza and took control of
Herat in August, 1842. Yar Mohammad Khan tried to maintain Herat in its now
weakened state. He managed, for example, to maintain good relations with Kabul
and Qandahar through matrimonial alliances. He continued to fear Qzjar Iran
because the Iranians had not abandoned the idea of occupying Herat. However, in
1847 the Salar revolt occurred in Khorasan, which adjoins Herat. As a result, the
governor of Khorasan was confined in the capital, Mashhad, and Yar Mohammad
Khan marched to Mashhad to rescue him, and then escorted him to Herat. His
action contributed to the suppression of the revolt, and the Iranian Shiah was
pleased to give him the title of Zahir al-Doule (Assistant of State). Yar Mohammad
Khan strengthened not only the relationship with Qzjar Iran, but also with other
surrounding powers, such as Kabul and Qandahar. But in these complex
circumstances, Yar Mohammad Khan died suddenly in June, 1851. Owing to his
sudden death, Herat was again faced with a difficult situation. His son and
successor, Sa‘Tld Mohammad Khan was not as talented as his father, and so the
surrounding powers, especially Qandahar, tried again to occupy Herat. Sa‘ld
Mohammad Khan was killed in September, 1855, and the political situation of
Herat remained confused for several years. Eventually, Herat was occupied by
Dost Mohammad Khan of Kabul in May, 1863.

ON THE ORIGIN OF THE EIGHT-BANNER NIRU AND
THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE NIRU

KICENGGE

Focusing on the issue of the succession to the office of Nirui janggin (Zuoling
Y 5H), the chief official of a #éru, in this article I consider the origin and historical
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