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Celtic Identity in the Iberian Peninsula

Takayasu Hikida

The purpose of this paper is to reveal characteristics of Celtic society in Spain through the
consideration of identity in Celtiberia. Until recently, Celtiberian studies have been dominated
by the presupposition that Romanization took place: after the Roman conquest of Celtiberia,
the Celtiberians were romanized and lost their Celtic identity. This assumption now needs to
be explored and challenged.

The Roman conquest of the Iberian Peninsula began in the late third century BC and was
completed in 19 BC under the reign of Augustus. Through an investigation into the historical
records of Retugenos, the Celtiberian chief in the fall of Numantia, the author of this paper
firstly shows that during the Celtiberian war, and for some time afterwards, the Celtiberians
still preserved their identity, even though Roman customs began to be introduced into
Celtiberia.

Secondly, the author discusses the case of Martial, an epigrammatist from Bilbilis. Martial
insisted upon his Celtiberian origins although he seems to have had Roman self-conscious-
ness, too. In his epigrams, we can see his pride in having Roman citizenship. His identity was,
consequently, complex or mixed. Judging from the case of Martial, we can see that concepts
of a Celtic identity had been preserved in Celtiberia at least until the first century AD.

Thirdly, the author investigates religion in Celtiberia. The complex situation of the religion
in Celtiberia is discussed through research into the cults of deities. The religious situation
corresponds to the circumstance of both identity and cultural context in Celtiberia. The
Celtiberian culture and the Roman culture coexisted in a separated condition, neither mixed
nor united. The Celtiberians shared two complex identities: Celtic and Roman. But, under
Roman influence, Celtiberian culture disappeared little by little before the reconciliation of

both cultures.



