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Change of forest regions and geographical characteristics using land information
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During about 100 years in Japan, the main land use is forest and the area is almost fixed and the ration of them is
67%. The area which land use didn't change into is 59% of all and after 1950 31% is changed. The change appears in
large order, other use to forest use, forest use to agriculture use, agriculture use to urban use, and agriculture use to
forest use. According to forest use, the average inclination is 40%. The ratio of change into another use is 14% and
the ratio of change from another use is 16%. The forest area is decreased on the low or gentle hilly land with less
than 200 m of altitudes and less than 20% of inclinations. The broadleaf tree woods decrease and the mix woods are
increasing. Especially, there is much decrease less than 800m and among from 20% to 60% of inclinations. In each
prefecture, the forest area decreased by more than 5% in 10 prefectures and increased by more than 5% in 18
prefectures. The average inclination of converted land in the decreased prefecture is about 10%.
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Contents of the analyzed mesh data of 2 km.
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Average altitude (m)

-3 LR OB LIRS Y
Change of the land use and the characteristic of geography.
Land use Height above sea level Inclination Area
1900 1950 1985 Average(m)  STD(m) Average(%) STD®%) (1,000ha)
Forest Forest Forest 516 404 39 16 18,558
Agricultural  Agricultural  Agricultural 119 155 10 11 2,161
Others Others Forest 458 350 34 14 1.521
Forest Forest Agricultural 214 204 21 14 1,407
Others Forest Forest 401 348 34 15 1,301
Agricultural  Agricultural  Urban 104 156 9 12 1,019
Forest Forest Urban 315 347 27 18 831
Forest Forest Others 437 429 32 18 769
Agricultural  Agricultural  Forest 235 218 23 14 627
Others Others Others 255 377 12 15 541
Forest Others Forest 456 406 34 18 504
Forest Agricultural  Agricultural 147 150 12 12 461
Agricultural  Forest Forest 275 272 26 15 443
Forest Agricultural  Forest 241 227 24 15 376
Agricultural  Urban Urban 87 151 8 11 349
Agricultural  Urban Agricultural 122 171 11 12 340
Others Others Agricultural 205 267 14 14 298
Agricultural  Forest Agricultural 182 181 18 13 282
Forest Urban Forest 381 317 33 16 280
Urban Urban Urban 88 153 8 11 277
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