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A criticism of the recent educational reform from the

viewpoint of the theory of multiple intelligences.

Masuvo Koyasu

Abstract

The present article is a criticism of the recent educational reform in Japan from the
viewpoint of Howard Gardner’s (1983) theory of multiple intelligences. Theory of multiple
intelligences has proposed that there are seven intelligences ; linguistic, logical-mathematical,
musical, bodily-kinesthetic, spatial, intrapersonal and interpersonal intelligences. They are
relatively independent by each other. The relative independence of intelligence modules are
supported by several facts ; Firstly, there are breakdowns specific to a module, such as speech
disorder or other cognitive disorders. Secondly, there are many precocious children who are
talented in music, chess, or some other specific area. Thirdly, there are so-called idiot savants
who are talented in some tasks, though they have intellectual handicaps in general. From the
viewpoint of this theory of multiple intelligences, we can propose several types of education,
such as special education for gifted children, compensatory education for the handicapped,
individualized education, and all-round education. An individualized education usually
adopts cafeteria curriculum and examination subjects @ la carte. Students in cafeteria
curriculum tend to avoid such difficult subjects as mathematics, sciences, and foreign
languages. It may be all right that parents give their offsprings a special education for the
gifted. However, formal education system should adopt an all-round type education, though

the educational evaluaton of students should not be done uniformly.
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hEWVnAE, FhIZE Y VI (monolingual) THLE [7AUH ] 7, EnwH3Paz—oh
Hb, TAUHAREEBTENE, 39T THAFEIAT->CHEHTLIEESTVWBA
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2FREMEELTHB L, 5 Q987D bz ol ESHNEh VS, T TREEORICL -
T, #1727 ) TEBEOMEAI > WTOLEHHEEKICHNT 5,

[ hEEROA Y F 2 5 40, FEA Tl EEbsh, PO BRERR
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BWEnTWwa & %, bRETREIREFDAIZ7=FVTHEETSANE (Alacarte; 735 ¥V R
me [—SFEMD ARZHEL TS0 Th S,

BN (1984 i, Me#ic r->ER) 2SR UL NEORER%E, ROBETHH(L»T
W5 (KA, BMERRESSBNEERFCEE L CoRE RRFEOREETH 7).
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1983), £ EE¥E T —F « #— F+ — (Gardner,H.) # LD 7 L — & — £EAGEOHE
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EC, DDEYVa—MEEESE VD T EREIP-THTEBMET S &, BTG
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AHb, DORKLEDHIZEAIEZIBENZILVIDE, EYa - HEO—2DOKIRIHE
WIS A F) ROLEFEENL— X » & 5 v~L (Campbell, R) @ [ERHIEEE OLOEE
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FSMREFREGEEENAMNCE R4S
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(2) HrEDEY L. —NVOFECHEBYM (precociousness),

M1 Mz M3 M4

TL&HA VAN JAN A A

FLEHB A A ©) JAN
4

B

3 v JEEE (idiot savant) DFLE.
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WTAD & 2 BHFEE, L, TEAREMGR TR, DICBE5»0EYa -V —F—-Fr—HHIZ
[7 b —2& (frame) ] EFEA TV S WHo-T, BEY 2 —Widhd® 2 o — v & ZHXIII
7L THRZFL TV EMNESN TV S, A= FF — 0L ENREOMER L, &P THDEENSN
Z o TWVWEH (Gardner, 1983 & Gardner, 1993 % HEs D 2 &), ABDOHIEEEDOSEMA
He, OB —BCeAENARE @BRWARE @B&—EHNMAEE, @7ERARE ©XANAILE,
DEARHBED T >IN T 260TH D, 1, #— F+—5 (Gardner, 1983 ; Walters &
Gardner, 1986) #H TR EY 2 —VORBRREFRAFABLADr — 225574+ L LTRLE
bOTHD, i, M3, H— FFr—0ZHEAREHROOEEREENRBS Y CBIRLILHD
THbH, ORI HPVTDE SIFEL LBz >WTIE, T4 (1997,1999) 2BRL T\ 72X
YA

LEETE, 1905 D SMBERE LT - L - TE o, HERETH I AREL I, K4k
AT LD, BITSENARE RE - RPMAIRE ERNAED 322 L b0 TH B, T
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5 i, HMAREE WO BESHRT EY 2 — VOB ERT LD TH 5, RLFEEIC - 12,
B¥sss—nFy=xie T—<> (Goleman, 1995) BIREL/-0WHW D [EQ] W L i3k
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(Keller, H.) T&% %,

BAREEE . 1 F) ROELBEREY >~V =7+ o7 (Woolf, V) &, HIROT vyt 2HX,
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