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LITERARY INQUISITION AND THE REPUBLISHING OF BANNED
BOOKS IN XUZHOU ### IN THE QING PERIOD : A CASE STUDY OF
THE COLLECTED WORKS OF YAN ERMEI it

YN Minzhi

In 1652, Yan Ermei B## was arrested for having become involved in the
anti-Qing movement. After three years of imprisonment in Jinan, he managed to
escape. Yan then lived ten years as a fugitive, when the Minister of Justice Gong
Dingnie JE412E finally helped him to receive a pardon granted by the Qing court. In
1666, Yan was free to return to his hometown in the Pei district of Xuzhou. Yan
Ernmei's compiled writings were first published by his two sons as the Baida
Shanren 71 BE W NE (Collected Works of Yan Ermei). As the contents greatly
offended the Qing government, the initial edition was later abridged by Yan's
descendants and this second edition was called the Baoweitang edition (&% A).
Considering the fact that there is only a single extant copy of the original
publication yet seven copies of the abridged second edition exist in libraries
holdings in China and Japan, it is likely that the abridged edition circulated more
widely among readers of the Qing period.

Through success in the imperial examinations and marriage with families of
Qing officials, the Yan family gradually became a prestigious family in the Pei
district. In the early years of the Qianlong era (1736-1795), Li Tang #Z%E,
magistrate of the Pei district, discovered prohibited passages in Yan Ermer’s fourth
generation descendant Yan Dayong [ K#E's Yuyu ji {2124 However, Li Tang
merely reprimanded Dayong and did not report this incident to the imperial court in
Beijing. In 1761, Dayong was brought into a conflict over payment of taxes with
another district magistrate, Jin Rutang #j#1%Z. Members of Yan Dayong’s own clan
then reported the Yuyu ji to Jin, and this caused a literary inquisition of the Yan
family. Even though Yan family was not widely implicated in this inquisition,
Dayong died in prison, and the woodblock prints of both the Baida Shanren ji and
the Yuyu ji were destroyed, and both works were added to a list of banned books.

From the Jiaging era (1796-1820), the Qing government relaxed its policy of
banning books, and this trend continued especially after the Taiping Rebellion
(1851-1864) when many books that had been banned were republished. According

Company), the distribution of banned books in the late Qing period proceeded

— 2 —



through three main routes. The first route was through the inheritance of books
within a family. The second route was through the mutual influence among
colleagues and friends. The third route was by the advocacy of Han officials who
rose to power during the Taiping Movement, especially those who belonged to the
Xiang Army (GHIHE) clique.

Local intellectuals in Xuzhou also collected and tried to republish the works of
Yan Ermei and Wan Shouqi # #iift. In 1885, Feng Xu came to Xuzhou, and with the
support of Xuzhou prefectural magistrate Gui Zhongxing ¥ /17, he took charge of
the compilation and publication of the Xuzhou shizheng 1M (Xuzhou Poetry
Anthology) and the Xuzhou er yimin ji M & K4 (Collected Works of Two
Xuzhou Adherents of the Ming Dynasty). The Collected Works of Yan Ermei, which
was republished at this time in the Xuwzhou er yimin ji, was based on the
Baoweitang version. However, this version also abridged contents that did not
accord with Confucian ideals, as well as those passages that made reference to
slaughter by the Qing military. From the prefaces of the Xuzhou er yimin ji, the
main aim of this publication was to inspire intellectuals to imitate Yan and Wan's
loyalty by serving the declining Qing government without reservation. After the
Revolution of 1911, the Xuzhou er yimin ji was criticized, and a member of the
revolutionaries from Xuzhou published the Collected Works of Yan Ermei under the
title Yan Gugu quanji [ vi15 24 based on the first unabridged edition of the text.
Therefore, the movement to republish banned books must clearly be viewed from
many angles as people with different standpoints interpreted the texts in very
different or even diametrically opposed ways.

A STUDY OF THOSE WHO SERVED AS SHOU GUAN ¥4
IN THE QIN PERIOD, BASED ON THE TRANSFER OF
OFFICIALS IN QIANLING COUNTY

AOKI Shunsuke

A Shou Guan appointment was a method allowing an official to hold more than one
post concurrently during the Qin and the Han periods. It has been pointed out that
Shu Guan might function as “trial”position before one was officially appointed or
had the character of an “acting” position prior to the filling of an official vacancy.
Furthermore, it has been made clear that in regard to the personnel who
served as Shou Guan a subordinate official could serve as Shou Guan for a superior
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