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FOREIGN BODY STONE OF THE URETER AS A
COMPLICATION OF ACUPUNCTURE: REPORT OF A CASE

Masayuki Yuzawa, Yosuke Hara, Yutaka Kobayashi,

Shunji Ishiyama, Kazuhiko Tozuka, Syohei Nakamura
and Akihiko Tokue
From the Department of Urology, Jichi Medical School

A 47-year-old female was admitted to our clinic with the suspicion of ureteral foreign body.

She had undergone acupuncture for left lumbago twelve years earlier.
a linear shadow and calcified shadows laterally to left third lumber vertebra.
graphic scan and pyelogram showed them located in the left ureter.

Plain X-ray film revealed
Computed tomo-
Left ureterolithotomy was

performed successfully. The removed stone was accompanied by an acupuncture needle.
Including our case, twelve cases of foreign bodies as a complication of acupuncture in the
upper urinary tract reported in the Japanese literature were reviewed.

(Acta Urol. Jpn. 37: 1322-1327, 1991)
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A. KUB showed three calcified shadows.
One of them was accompanied by a
linear shadow laterally to third lumbar
vertebra (arrow).

B. Magnification of the area pointed by
the arrow.

Fig. I.

Fig. 2. Antegrade pyelogram showed a
needle located along the wall of
the ureter (arrow).
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Fig. 3. CT scan showed a needle with a stone '
located within the ureter (arrow).
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Fig. 4. The removed stone was sliced along the
needle. One end of the needle is at the
center of the stone (arrow).
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HCRFHHROBEDEL G L TREEITY, ARRE
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Table 1. The relation between the foreign bodies and the routes
of the invasion into the upper urinary tract reported in

the Japanese literature.
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Table 2. The relation between the foreign bodies and the portions of the
invasion into the upper urinary tract reported in the Japanese

literature.
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Table 3. Summary of foreign bodies (acupuncture needle) in the upper urinary tract reported

in the Japanese literature.
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